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Weapons Guidelines for the Refugio Militia


Historical Overview


Documenting the exact weapons used by the soldiers of the Texas Revolution is no easy task.  There are many questions and the answers might never be found.  Most primary sources that deal with the topic mention only “muskets” or “rifles.” There is very seldom any mention of the origin or model of the weapons being described.  The reenactor’s challenge then, is to bridge the gap between historical evidence and real life.  In the field, we have to carry some type of weapon, but the decision to carry that weapon should be as informed as possible.  Therefore, it’s the goal of this essay to provide at least an introduction to what research has been done on Texian weaponry so that our impressions might be as accurate as possible—hopefully without boring you, the unsuspecting reader, to death.  

All experienced reenactors have been swarmed by wayward souls of the General Public and asked “what kind of gun is that?”  But when you consider your impression, the question should not be just be “what kind of gun?” but also “why would I carry this type of gun?” and “how did I acquire it?”  The last two questions can only be answered by first determining which types of weapons were available, and whether or not they were used.

The Refugio Militia was an unusual group of men for 1830s Texas.  Many had emigrated from the United States, but most were Irish born.  They were generally not the Scotch-Irish immigrants who made up the bulk of Texian soldiers.  Most were not land-seeking adventurers, but rather farmers and ranchers who were already established in Refugio and Victoria counties. As Militia they would have supplied their own weapons initially, but that does not mean that they would have carried the same type of weapon through the whole war.


As far as weapons are concerned, the Texas Revolution can generally be divided into two parts.  The first, from about September 1835 to December 1836, was fought mainly by Texas colonists who supplied their own weapons. The early battles of the war, such as the Taking of La Bahia, Gonzales, and Conception, were fought by local men armed principally with rifles and shotguns.  As the war progressed, however, this situation changed.  Despite the antipathy of most Americans toward the Regular Army, the Texian government made a considerable effort to field a well-trained and well-equipped fighting force.  To a limited degree, it succeeded.  By the winter of 1835-36, contact with the Mexican Army, combined with the importation of military arms from the United States meant that the Texan soldier had ample opportunity to ditch his rifle for a musket.  Evidence suggests that by late February 1836, Texian soldiers carried far more muskets than was previously thought.  If the men at the Alamo, Goliad and San Jacinto did not carry muskets, they did so by choice.  This leaves the door open to a number of possible interpretations for you to consider.


When the Refugio Militia took part in the Taking of La Bahia in October of 1835, they were most likely armed with whatever they had on their ranches and farms.  This means that they probably had either a rifle or shotgun.  In July 1835, Martín Perfecto de Cós noted that many residents of Texas had weapons for hunting and Indian defense.  When called out for militia duty, these weapons were readily available.  Before taking La Bahia, some of Collinsworth’s militiamen were actually issued single or double barreled shotguns when they left Matagorda.  It is also possible that Refugio men carried Spanish or British muskets issued to them as members of the Coahuila and Texas militia.  An order given to Domingo de Ugartechea in the summer of 1835 to confiscate the “surplus armament of the Civil Militia,” indicates that military weapons did exist in Texas.  However, most Refugio residents did not arrive in Texas until 1834.  The state treasury was notorious for always being empty, so it’s hard to say just how much was given to Refugio in such a short time.


Once they captured Presidio La Bahia, Collinsworth’s command took almost 200 muskets and somewhere around 300-400 bayonets.  These were probably British India Pattern, as that was the principle weapon of the Mexican army.  If these were in working order, they were most likely issued to the men.  The militia continued at Goliad under Philip Dimmitt’s command until January when they disbanded.  They reformed in February at Refugio and went back to Goliad.  James Fannin, their new commander, had bought 625 muskets and bayonets (probably American) with the intention of distributing them to the soldiers under his command.  Fannin wanted his soldiers to be well-drilled and armed with military weapons.  The fact that Fannin’s men were able to hold a square at the battle of Coleto Creek suggests that many were indeed armed with muskets since only a musket and bayonet could have held off the Mexican Dragoons.  However, some of Fannin’s American volunteers had bought their own rifles when they arrived in Texas, and there is no evidence that Fannin confiscated them in order to issue muskets.  Doubtless, some carried their rifles when they left Fort Defiance in March 1836.  History is not science, but evidence points to the conclusion that even if some of Fannin’s men had rifles, the majority carried muskets.  The Refugio militia should stick to that interpretation for late-war impressions.


Ultimately, the final decision on which weapon you carry rests on your own knowledge of the person you portray.  The question comes down to practicality versus ideology.  Muskets are military weapons that were designed for combat.  However, many Americans did not like the regular army and considered civilian arms the only proper weapons for militia duty.  Was your militiaman the type of person who regarded the musket as a weapon “fit only for hirelings?” Did he regarded the Regular Army as the tool of despots, and would he have valued his ability, as a free man, to pick off enemy soldiers at 300 yards with his rifle? Many men in the Texas Revolution fit this description.  Or would he have valued the practical aspects of the musket, which was designed for battle, is far more reliable, easier to clean, and has a bayonet?  The men who shipped in thousands of muskets for the Texian war effort clearly thought it was a better choice.  In the 1830s, just as today, not all guns are created for the same purpose.  You could kill some one with your 30.06 or 12 gauge if you had to, but the American military will still issue you an M4 when you join up.

Specific Weapons and their Availability 

The weapons below are graded on a scale of 1-10 on historical availability and reliability; 1 being low and 10 being high. This rating is of course, subjective, so please ask the opinions of others before spending between $500 and $1,200 of your hard-earned money.
NOTE ON MUSKET SUPPLIERS:


The two main suppliers for muskets are Pedersoli, an Italian company, and Indian-made muskets.  Each has their advantage. Pedersoli muskets are very expensive, but are well-made and ready to use when you buy them.  Some have been known to have a soft battery, but this can be fixed without great expense. 


The Indian muskets’ greatest virtues are their hardened batteries and their price—around half as much as the Italian guns.  They do, however, require some work when you get them.  The barrels look like they’ve been chromed, and the lacquer on the stock is not correct for the period.  Both of these can be fixed in a garage over a weekend.  Also, on occasion, the lock on the weapon is defective, but the vender will switch your musket out with another one if the situation is dealt with promptly.  Finally, the stocks on the Indian-made American muskets are not cut correctly—they don’t look right, especially in the small of the stock and the butt.  However, this is not a problem with their British guns.

Muskets 

A variety of muskets were available in Texas during the war.  The Mexican Army was armed with British surplus (mostly India Pattern), while the majority of arms that were shipped from the United States were probably US Army surplus.

The British India Pattern (3rd Model Brown Bess)
Availability: 8 / Reliability: 7

After 1793, the British Army adopted this version as its standard issue. The .75 caliber, 3nd Model Bess is reliable and sturdy.  Its one drawback is that the barrel is held in place by pins, making it somewhat difficult to disassemble. A piece of wire coat hanger can be used to drive them out, but the process is kind of annoying.  Still, it’s a great gun.

This model was used by the British at the Battle of New Orleans and by the Mexican Army during the Texas Revolution.  Some shipments of arms from New Orleans also probably carried this weapon.


Supplers:



Middlesex Village Trading Companie (Indian) -- 
$475.00



Military Heritage (Indian) --



$449.00

The British Short Land Pattern (2nd Model Brown Bess)
Availability: 5 / Reliability: [image: image15.jpg]


7
Used by the British Army during the American Revolution, the 2nd Model Bess is virtually the same as the India Pattern above except for being a bit longer.


Suppliers:



Pedersoli (Italian) --

$1,100.00


Military Heritage (Indian) --
$559.00
US Model 1795 Springfield
Availability: 7 / Reliability: 7
[image: image1.jpg]



This was the first weapon manufactured in the United States following the American Revolution; it’s based off the French Charleville design and is .69 caliber.  Unlike the British muskets, the US models have barrel bands, which make it very easy to disassemble, and the hammer jaws have teeth, making it easy to keep the flint attached.  During the war, John Wharton, one the Texas agents in New Orleans, procured 440 “US Muskets” for the war effort (see endnote 2). It is very likely that the shipment contained either this model, or the 1816 Springfield listed below.

Suppliers:



Pedersoli (Italian) --

$1,250.00



Military Heritage (Indian) --
$589.00

US Model 1816 Springfield
Availability: 8 / Reliability: [image: image16.jpg]
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Practically identical to the 1795 model except for the re-designed butt, barrel band springs, lock, and trigger guard.  These were used by both the Mexican and US armies and would have been very common.

Suppliers:



Pedersoli (Italian)--




$1,595.00



Middlesex Village Trading Companie (Indian) --
$595.00

Spanish Model 1757 Musket
Availability: 3 / Reliability: 7
[image: image17.jpg]



Archeological evidence has determined that at least some Spanish muskets were still available in Texas during the Revolution and were left over from the Colonial period.  Apart from the 1757 model, Spain also produced the Model 1791, which had a miquelet lock, rather than a normal flintlock.  It is certainly probable that both saw some use in the Texas Revolution.  These weapons are highly underrepresented at reenactments; there should be more of them, but they’re expensive.

Supplier:



The Rifle Shoppe (American) --
$2,000 at the minimum. Call for a 








quote.
Rifles

Along with muskets, many types of rifles were also available to the soldiers of the Texas Revolution.  Most were civilian hunting guns, but both the American and British militaries had produced combat rifles by the 1830s.

Typical American Long Rifle
Availability: 7 / Reliability: 5
[image: image2.png]



This highly diverse class of rifle ranged from the very plain to the highly ornate.  Typically between .45 and .54 caliber, these rifles were legendary in their own time for accuracy and as the symbol of the backwoodsman.  Many of these were available in Texas and many were used by men in the Texas Revolution.  They were, however, not designed for combat.  As hunting tools, they were never meant to fire more than two or three shots in a row.  After this, they typically misfire and need field cleaning. Without a bayonet, the soldier was vulnerable to dragoons and musket men in close combat.  If Crocket had carried a musket, he wouldn’t have needed to swing Ol’ Betsy like a club. Still, when fighting the agents of tyranny, some men would carry no other longarm.  Many reproductions of these rifles are mass produced, but the originals were custom-made by gunsmiths.  Custom-made repros are available, but are rather pricy. 

Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$500-700



Dixie Gun Works--



$500-900


Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-5,000

Percussion Lock Long Rifle
Availability: 2 / Reliability: 9
[image: image3.jpg]



Percussion Lock technology was available in 1836, but it was not nearly as prevalent as the flint lock.  If you are portraying a man of means, a percussion rifle is probably alright.  However, the average man could not afford it.

Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$500-700



Dixie Gun Works--



$500-900



Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-5,000

US Model 1803 Harper’s Ferry Rifle
Availability: 2 / Reliability: 6
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Around 15,000 of these were produced by the US Army by 1820.  Although it does not appear that any of these were imported specifically for the Revolution, it is possible that these were among the “rifles” often bought by men coming into Texas.


Suppler:



Dixie Gun Works--

$995.00

British Model 1806 Baker Rifle
Availability: 4 / Reliability: 6
[image: image5.jpg]



Developed for light infantry (as opposed to line infantry, which used muskets), the Baker rifle was issued to Mexican Cazadores.  These were not as common as muskets in the Mexican Army, but they would have been available, and it is probable that a limited number of the Texan soldiers carried them by early 1836.


Suppliers:



Middlesex Village Trading Companie (Indian) --
$475.00


Military Heritage (Indian) --



$539.00


The Rifle Shoppe (American) --


Call for a quote

Fowlers
Availability: 8 for flint, 2 for percussion / Reliability: 6 for flint, 9 for percussion

Just like today’s shotguns, 19th Century shotguns varied greatly and came in either single or double barreled versions.  They are highly versatile, and were widely used.  Like the rifle, they were not designed for battle.  In hand-to-hand combat, they would have been shot once and then dropped in favor of a tomahawk and knife.
[image: image6.jpg]
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As with the rifles, the flintlock versus percussion distinction exists with these as well.  Mirabeau B. Lamar owned a double-barreled percussion shotgun, but he was friggin’ Mirabeau B. Lamar. The man you’re portraying was probably a rancher.  William Travis’s double-barreled shotgun was most likely flintlock.  Reproductions of shotguns like the one Travis carried, however, are nearly impossible to obtain.  Single-barreled flintlocks can be bought for around the cost of a musket.


Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$750-1,500


Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-3,000

Pistols
Unlike the Regular Army, militiamen tended to carry as many weapons as they could.  It is perfectly acceptable to carry a pistol when in the ranks.  There were a variety of pistols available in Texas—both military and civilian.

Kentucky Pistol
Availability: 6 / Reliability: 6
[image: image8.jpg]



These came in a variety of styles, but the basic look is the same.  As a rifled pistol, it is simple, reliable, and would have been found all over the American south in the 1830s.  

Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$350-450


Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-2,000

US Model 1805 Harper’s Ferry Pistol
Availability: 3 / Reliability: 6
[image: image9.jpg]



This was the first pistol manufactured for the US Army and might have found its way into Texas for the Revolution.  It is rifled and .58 caliber.  

Supplier:


Pedersoli--
$495.00

Ketland Trade Pistol
Availability: 7 / Reliability: 6
[image: image10.jpg]



This .60 caliber smoothbore was manufactured in England in the late 18th and early 19th centuries and was quite popular. This model, or something quite similar to it, would have been very prevalent in 1830s America.


Supplier



Middlesex Village Trading Companie--
$299

British Heavy Dragoon Pistol
Availability: 2 / Reliability: 7
[image: image11.jpg]



Made for heavy cavalry, this sidearm was used during the American Revolution and was replaced by the 1796 model.  The picture is deceiving—it’s a big gun.  The barrel alone is 12” and it’s .62 caliber.  The British Army also made a smaller model for light dragoons, which is available from the suppliers listed below.

Suppliers



Middlesex Village Trading Companie-- 
$275 (heavy); $299 (light)



Military Heritage--



$268 (heavy); $289 (light)
British New Land Pattern Pistol

Availability: 5/ Reliability: 7
[image: image12.jpg]




Developed for cavalry use during the Napoleonic Wars, this .62 caliber gun came into action in the early 19th Century, and was used by the British in the War of 1812.

Supplier:



Military Heritage--



$289

Miscellaneous Weapons
Bayonets
Availability: 6
[image: image18.jpg]



Attaches easily to the end of your musket for enhanced pleasure during combat.  
Also handy as a candle stick.  Bayonets are never fixed during a battle reenactment, but they were considered an essential part of 18th and early 19th century war.  If you buy one make sure that it was designed for the make and model of your musket.  The Pedersolis and Indian guns are not made the same way and neither are their bayonets.  Prices also vary, but Middlesex Village includes a bayonet when you order a musket.

Suppliers:



Middlesex Village Trading Companie



Military Heritage 



Pedersoli

Tomahawks
Availability: 8
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Practical and light, tomahawks were very common in the 19th Century.  They can be easily carried in your belt, and also come in handy for hammering tent stakes at events.  When carried in the field, they should be covered by a sheath, which is also available from the suppliers below.
Suppliers:



Dixie Gun Works--

$30-60



Jas. Townsend & Son--
$30-60



Smoke and Fire--

$30-50


G. Gedney Godwin & Co--
$30-45
Belt Knives and Bowie Knives
Availability: 9
[image: image13.jpg]


                                         [image: image14.jpg]



Belt knives were practical tools for cutting patches or cooking, but could also be used in close combat.  Bowies were distinctive for their false edge and larger-than-average size.  Bowies were considered weapons while a belt knife was multi-purpose.  Many 19th Century knives were made out of old files, and both of these styles were very widespread in 1830s Texas.  At reenactments, knives must have sheaths.

Suppliers



Dixie Gun Works--

$30-40 (belt); $35-350 (Bowie)



Jas. Townsend & Son--
$30-60 (belt)



Smoke and Fire--

$30-60 (belt)



Track of the Wolf--

$30-65 (belt); $50-200 (Bowie)
Helpful Tools for Your Weapon
Flashguards

[image: image20.jpg]



All men in the Refugio Militia carrying flintlocks must have a flashguard.  This is not negotiable.  It’s not expensive, it’s relatively easy to put on your weapon, and it keeps the blast from your vent from burning the face of the guy next to you. You can also make one pretty easily if you want to. A main-spring vice listed below is really handy for attaching this to your lock.  Flashguards vary in size according to the type of gun you have.

Suppliers:



Jas. Townsend & Son—
$7.50



G. Gedney Godwin--

$4.00


Dixie Gun Works--

$6.50-9.50
Hammer Stalls

[image: image21.jpg]



These are for safety purposes and fit over the battery of your gun to prevent it from sparking when you don’t want the gun to go off.  You should have one.


Suppliers:




G. Gedney Godwin--

$4.50
Gun Flints

[image: image22.jpg]



Without these, your weapon is just a stick with a tube on it…

Not all flints are created equal.  A good flint has a sharp edge, easily fits between the jaws of your cock, and does not move when you screw it down tightly.  If you can’t close your pan at half-cock, your flint is too big; if the flint doesn’t scrape between 60-70% of the battery when you pull the trigger, it’s too small.  If you’re ever at an event with sutlers, you can sort through their flints yourself.  Otherwise you’ll get a bag of whatever they send you.  The price of flints depends on what size you need.  Rifles usually take ½ and ¾ inch flint, and muskets take a 1 inch or 1 ¼ inch flint.

Suppliers:


Track of the Wolf



G. Gedney Godwin & Co



Dixie Gun Works
Flint Wallet
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This is really handy for carrying extra flints.  


Suppliers:



Track of the Wolf--

$9.95




G. Gedney Godwin & Co--
$19.95

Cleaning Worm
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These little things are really handy for field cleaning your musket.  Just make sure it’s fitted for your ramrod before you buy it!

Suppliers:


Track of the Wolf--

        $8.95




    G. Gedney Godwin & Co--

$14.50

Musket tool

[image: image25.jpg]



Musket tools come in a variety of shapes and sizes.  Some are more complex than the one shown and have more accessories, but a tool is really useful for tightening the top-jaw screw on your lock and picking the vent if it 



        

         fouls.






Suppliers:








Track of the Wolf--

$29.99








G. Gedney Godwin & Co--
$8.00-9.00

Ramrod Puller
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When you get your rammer stuck down the barrel while cleaning your gun, these things are worth every penny.  Trust me; you will get you rammer stuck at least once in your life.



Supplier:




Jas Townsend & Son--$25.00
Mainspring Vise

[image: image27.jpg]


Once you buy one, you won’t be sure how you ever took care of your gun without it.  Makes disassembling the lock very easy.

Supplier: Track of the Wolf--$10.00-20.00

Suppliers and How to Find them
Dixie Gun Works—a great source for Pedersolis

http://www.dixiegunworks.com/
G. Gedney Godwin, The Sutler of Mount Misery


http://www.gggodwin.com
Jas. Townsend & Son


http://jas-townsend.com/
Middlesex Village Trading Companie—a great source for Indian muskets

http://www.middlesexvillagetrading.com/
Military Heritage—Because they’re Canadian, their guns come without the vent drilled.


http://www.militaryheritage.com/
The Rifle Shop


http://therifleshoppe.com/
Smoke and Fire Company


http://www.smoke-fire.com/
Track of the Wolf

http://www.trackofthewolf.com
Andrew Gray

1st Sgt, Refugio Militia

30 September 2008
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