Accoutrements Guidelines for the Refugio Militia

This guide owes a debt of gratitude to George Rollow and Dick Boone, who have also published guides for the beginning reenactor.  The main differences from theirs and ours was to supply photos of the gear as well, so that when someone is purchasing an item they have a better idea of what they are looking for.  After all, its one thing to know there was such a thing as a Lherbette pack, but its another to know what one looks like. 

Figuring out what colonists, militiamen, and soldiers carried with them at the time of the Texas War for Independence (besides their firearms) can be maddeningly difficult; most of what interests us as historical reenactors they took for granted.  Diarists back then didn’t write down things like ‘I picked up my Model 1803 cartridge box which contained my Thomas Pickering tool, my homemade pick and whisk, etc., etc.’; it was far too boring and pointless.  Hence, we (the reenacting community) has had to piece together a portrait of what they carried from what was available on the military surplus market, bills of sale, artifacts, paintings, and such. Accordingly, the purpose of this pamphlet is not to be the last word on all the possible accoutrements that could be found (or used) during the 1820-40 time frame.  We are simply trying to lay some groundwork so that someone new to the hobby has something to go off of and hit on only the essentials you will most likely need.  If you have any questions about whether or not something you are about to buy looks right for what we portray, by all means ask a member.  If he (or she) doesn’t know, they’ll at least know which person you should talk to.

You can be dressed to the nines and be carrying the worlds most reliable firelock, but if you’re not carrying some of these things you’ll be about as effective as a cheese grater.  Everything they carried had purpose, so it pays to pay attention to what they carried.
Feeding your firelock
The Hunting bag / Cartridge box

Flintlock muskets, fowlers, pistols and rifles are absolutely useless without one of these items.  These items carried all the gear necessary to ‘feed’ a flintlock.  

Whichever you eventually choose to carry, you need to make certain that it has a heavy leather flap that will automatically fall closed no matter what.  This will keep the odd stray spark from igniting your ready cartridges and ruining your day.

The hunting bag
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A hunting bag was simply a leather or cloth pouch either strapped across your waist or over your shoulder that held everything you needed to shoot your weapon.  Due to safety concerns, don’t use the cloth varieties because cloth holds a spark a lot better than leather does and this is what is going to carry your cartridges.  They were mainly used by civilians.  They could be made anywhere from dirt simple to very refined with a lot of artistry.  The earliest versions were quite large (there is one in the old California governors villa that measures 14” X 20”)  because a hunter might be a field for months, but by our time period they were becoming much smaller because town or ranch folk would not be ‘in the wild’ for such long periods of time.  These can measure as small as 6” X 6”.  If your persona is a market hunter a large bag would make sense, but a rancher or man from a town would have a less cumbersome smaller bag.
The cartridge box

 
Cartridge boxes are the military version of the hunting bag.  They were always made of heavy leather, and held a wooden or tin block directly under the main flap to hold pre-rolled paper cartridges.  Under this block was a space to hold tools, cleaning gear, oil flasks, ball molds, and the like to keep the firearm in working order.  They were no rarity during our time period.  Some had been issued by the Mexican government to the local militias before the war, some were spoils of war, and some were brought over by colonists with prior militia experience.  There were, however, many different styles and makes owing to how they were procured (both by the government and local colonies) and the local history.  Cartridge boxes from Britain and the United States seem to have been the norm, but French and even some Spanish leftovers from the fighting in 1814 sometimes showed up.
U.S. types
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Pattern of 1808 Cartridge Box 

The U.S. cartridge box was designed for twenty six .69 caliber paper cartridges that were carried in a pre-drilled wooden block.  There is a bottom insert, tin, for carrying gun flints, and is accessible through a small flap on the pouch front.

Pattern of 1828 Cartridge Box 
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Exactly the same as the 1808, except this one had a eagle embossed on the main flap.  
British types

Prior to 1784 there wasn't a standard for a British army cartridge pouch, so the 3 most common types were the 26 hole box, the 29 hole box, and the ‘Rawles’ box.  All were surplussed when the British 1804 cartridge box came on line.  Unfortunately, the bills of sale for these surplus items I’ve seen don’t include what type they are. 
26 hole box

A leather shoulder box that carried 26 rounds; what else need be said? 

29 hole box
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Ditto here, but for 29 rounds.  
1777 "Rawles" cartridge box
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The Rawles cartridge box was designed for thirty six .75 caliber paper cartridges that were carried in a two sided pre-drilled wooden block.  A flap and strap cover the lower 18 cartridges; then the first 18 are gone, a pull of the upper end of the strap lifts out the block so it can be reversed in the pouch.

French types

Model of 1767 
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These are sometimes called the "Lafayette" Box because numbers of them were given to the American Army by him during the Revolution.  The cartridge box is made from heavy black leather, with a pigtail holding the flap down. An additional pocket is located beneath the main flap. Inside is a tinned tray, and wood bock with 3/4" holes for six cartridges and two cavities for spare cartridges.

Spanish types
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The Spanish cartridge box was designed for nineteen caliber .75 paper cartridges. It was what is known as a belly box, and was worn to the front and buckled to the back.  Many cartridge boxes issued to frontier soldiers had the arms of Spain embossed on the front flap. One such specimen is in the collection of the Los Angeles County Museum.
Cartridge Box Slings
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Each over the shoulder cartridge box had one, and it’s color depended on where it was originally manufactured.  This is no hard, fast rule because since most cartridge boxes were military surplus, they sometimes had to be replaced in the field due to wear.
Useful items for your bag or box

Besides keeping your cartridges dry and ready for use, your bag or box should have some of these items to keep your firelock well fed and happy.
Pick and whisk
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This item is a must have.  The pick and whisk are usually found dangling from a buttonhole or the strap of the hunting bag or cartridge box.  I have not found out whether or not brass bristles were actually used during the time period we represent, but I do know they are much more effective than the boar bristle you usually find.
Musket tools
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This tool is a must have; it is the bare minimum of what you need to keep the lock in  your firelock functioning.  Musket tools come in a variety of shapes and sizes; this one is called a Pickering tool.  Some are more complex and have more accessories, but a tool is really useful for tightening the top-jaw screw on your lock and picking the vent to clear after a few shots have fouled it shut.
Spring vises
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Spring vices are not absolutely necessary for your firelock, but these things are priceless when it comes to keeping the lock clean and in working order.  They can turn a half hour job into a 5 minute job.  Get one when you can.
Knapping hammers
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Sometimes these are built into your musket tool, but if not you’ll need one for keeping the flint sharp on your firelock.

Tow and Tow worm and/or jags
Depending on whether or not you have a musket or a rifle, you will need one of these.  They are most definitely a must have item
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These little things are really handy for field cleaning your musket, and they’re more correct for the period we are trying to portray.  Try to make sure it’s fitted for your ramrod and barrel caliber before you buy it!
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These little beauties (called jags) may or may not be period correct, but they make quick work of a filthy barrel.  You need one that fits the gauge of your barrel, and, of course, fits the threads of your ramrod.

Oil flask
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Again, not really necessary, but you will need oil to keep your firelock in working order and one of these will keep you from having to explain to the public why you have a plastic oil container while you are cleaning your weapon up.  Do try to find one with a cork instead of the metal and o-ring version like we’ve shown.  Make triple sure it doesn’t leak before you put it into your box or bag.
Ramrod Puller
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When you get your rammer stuck down the barrel while cleaning your gun (and it will happen) these things are worth every penny.

The powder flask / horn


In order to fire the flintlock, you must have powder.   In order to keep the powder dry and carry it from place to place some clever soul discovered that horns would do the trick.  The horn was scraped clean, the tip was cut off and drilled out, and a wooden plug was inserted into the base and held in place with anything from iron brads to thorns.  A wooden plug was put in the tip, a strap attached, and you had a mostly waterproof way of carrying your powder.  In some cases a valve was placed over the end, but they were expensive and therefore rare.  The military soon discovered that powder horns were not robust enough to stand up to the rigors of combat, so metal powder flasks were created out of brass and bronze.  [image: image57.jpg]
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A sermon for your personal safety; never ever load your weapon directly from your flask or horn.  Ever.  Black powder does not burn as cleanly as modern smokeless powder, and it will always leave some residue in the barrel.  Sometimes there is enough to leave a live coal burning in your barrel even after one shot.  It is rare, but not so rare you can ignore it.  Picture this: there you are, blithely pouring an explosive on a live coal while holding what amounts to a live grenade in your unsuspecting hand.  Even with Olympic athlete reaction speed you’ll never be as fast as burning powder.  The fire will climb up the grains of falling black powder, ignite the loaded powder horn in your hand, ruin your day, and make you immensely unpopular with anyone standing within 50 feet of you.  (Perhaps more, I’ve never been stupid enough to test it)  Use a cartridge or a powder measure instead.  That way you’re merely singed and/or embarrassed, not maimed or dead.  You might think that we are being a bunch of overly cautious Pollyannas, but there are members of this group that have seen this happen in real life.  Not heard of it; watched it happen.  So, please refrain.  End sermon.
Belts and Baldrics

Baldrics
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Soldiers and militiamen would have worn baldrics to carry their bayonets, swords, or tomahawks as well as, a possible brace of pistols.  They make carrying these items far more comfortable and less cumbersome.
Waist Belts
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Civilians, riflemen and militia men would have worn waist belts to carry belt knives, belt pouches or pistols.

Personal Comfort Items

Baggage


Not only does your firelock require some items, but you might find yourself wanting some things yourself.  
The bed roll


This is about as simple as it gets, and, therefore, extremely popular with the man who wished to travel light and/or the poorer classes of folks.  You would take your belongings, place them inside your blanket (covered below), roll it up, tie the ends together, and sling it onto your back.  A militia man may have also carried a tarred or painted canvas ground cloth as a water-proofed item to protect himself and his belongings.  
The market wallet
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At first glance this item looks nothing like what we call a wallet nowadays, but you have to remember that our language has changed over the years.  This is also fairly simple item, but you’d have to be able to purchase a piece of cloth (or convert an old piece of cloth) so it was a sign of slight affluence.  It’s only a piece of cloth folded over to create what amounts to a large envelope with a hole in the dead center of it.  Items were placed in each side of the pouch, it was spun around the it’s center (like you’d do with a loaf of bread) and flung over your shoulder.  
The belt pouch 
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It is merely a pouch that hangs off your belt and serves the purpose of a pocket.  A Scottish Sporran is one example of one.  The aforementioned belly box is a purpose built example; it was created to hold ammunition.
The haversack
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This item is a cloth pouch with a strap on it that was thrown over the shoulder.  These are usually seen as a military item, so militias and U.S. ‘volunteers’ would be the most likely candidates to wear them.
Ration bags/Poke sack
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These small bags could be used to carry a variety of items such as rations, tooth brush, soap, flint and steel, tobacco items, coins, etc.  
The knapsack 

Knapsack is the name for a military backpack.  They carry quite a bit, but consequently they weigh quite a bit more.  There were several designs of knapsacks that may have been carried by the Couhila y Tejas militia.  Some of the types that may have been available are the Lherbette, Glengarry, ‘Mexican War’ pack, British Trotter pack, Militia hard frame pack, or the Hide pack.  
  Lherbette Knapsack                                       Double Bag Trotter Pack
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 Single bag Militia pack                         Goatskin Pack
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Militia Hard pack                                Mexican War Pack  (circa 1820’s)
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Examples of personal items

Not only does your firelock require some items, but you might find yourself wanting some things yourself.
Mess kit
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When you first read this you might envision something like a WWII or Boy Scout mess kit.  Actually it was usually just the knife you had strapped to your side and a stick, but you will find it necessary to bring a plate bowl to eat out of.  They could be made from Tin, wood, pewter, and ceramic.  Forks were a relatively new (and rare) item during the time, and they usually had two tines.   
The housewife (sewing kit)
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 With all the buttons you have on your period clothes at some point you’re going to loose one.  This was the answer during the period; just a small cloth bag that contained needles, a few buttons, a small piece of cloth for patching clothes, and some thread.
Flint and steel
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There were several types of strikers (the metal C shaped thing), but this was the fire starting kit of the times.  Sometimes they would be carried in a tin with char cloth or (more likely) cedar bark so that no matter what they would have dry tinder ready to go so they could get to cooking.
Straight razor 
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Razors during the period weren’t hollow ground like modern ones; they had straight sides leading down to the cutting edge.  Shaving cream was provided by the shaver; you created it using a stiff brush and a special bar of soap that fit inside a small ceramic cup. 
Leather Wallet
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These can be used to carry important documents or currency of your choice.

Bedding


Events are even more fun after hours once the public has gone off to sleep, but at some point you’re going to want to sleep.

Wool Blankets
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For wool blankets simpler is better; red, brown, and white were the usual colors.  Homespun blankets were very common, but you’ll find them to be quite expensive.  If you plan to camp out on site buy the best (thickest and warmest) you can afford; it can get quite cold sometimes at events
Quilts 

Nothing was wasted back then, especially valuable cloth.  Just because the shirt or trousers were falling apart didn’t mean they were thrown out; they were made into quilts.  Again, simpler is better.  You do want to keep to cloth types they would have had back then, which can be a little easier than most might think.  The industrial revolution was just beginning, and it started with cloth.  Simple prints were available as well as solid colors.  Man-made fabrics (i.e. rayon, polyester blends, etc.) should be avoided.
Furs and hides

The ultimate in field expedient bedding; use the skin of your dinner.  It was a wise outdoorsman that deloused his furry bedding, but it sure kept you warm during the winter.  

Tics

No, these are not the blood-sucking creatures; they were simple thick cotton or fustian sacks that were stuffed with hay or corn husks and used as a mattress.  They’re light enough to truck along with you and can help you from waking up with a crick in your back.  

Canteens

Wood 
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Wooden canteens were very popular during this time period and appropriate for militiamen from American Revolutionary War through the Mexican War.  They are usually made out of white oak or pine and lined with pitch or bees wax to keep it water tight.  

Metal 
[image: image47.jpg]


The ‘kidney’ style canteen was more common during our era, because the British army had surplussed them.  Most soldiers usually ditched them later on in favor of a gourd or wooden canteen because of the taste they lent to the water and it’s tendency to make the water unpalatably hot.
Gourd 
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Gourd canteens were extremely common for two main reasons; they were cheap and they kept water relatively cool even on hot days.  Be sure your gourd canteen is lined with either brewer’s pitch or beeswax; gourd flavored water is no bueno por nada.
Leather
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Typically these canteens do not carry a large amount of water and may be expensive to purchase if you are not skilled at leather working, but they look very authentic and can add a lot to a person’s impression.

Camp Equipment

Tents
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 Many re-enactors prefer a tent over campaigning under the
 stars.  If you are going to purchase a tent, the ‘A’ Frame 
 would be the most economical and period correct choice
 that you could make.  Made out of canvas, these often 
 have a front and back door and should be treated with
 flame retardant.  

Watch Lanterns
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Lanterns are the flashlight of the 1800s, and if you’re going to be camping with us you’re eventually going to want one. Wood, copper, and tin ones predominate.  Tin lanterns were made from punched tin, and wood lanterns were of pegged construction.  If you’ve got questions on whether or not it is appropriate for the period ask one of us.  
Camp Stools
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These stools are light weight and easy to carry if you prefer to have a chair instead of pulling up a piece of ground.  Another option is to carry around with you a wood stump (a VERY common seat back then), but they get rather heavy.
The ‘Other’ Equipment


So, you might be wondering what to do with all that ‘modern’ stuff.  Ice coolers certainly weren’t common during this time period, nor were sleeping bags, metal folding cots, cell phones, soda and beer cans, and the like.  There are some high authenticity events that these items are simply not welcomed and you would probably be asked politely to leave, but those events are quite rare.  You will always know ahead of time which events these are.  


For most events, however, you simply keep these items out of sight during the daylight hours.  The Refugio militia is a progressive reenacting group, and we strive for as much historical authenticity as we can, so we try to limit ‘modern’ items as much as possible.  This is what camping means nowadays to most folks, and some of the equipment they would have used back then is quite expensive.  We’re not asking that you go out and spend lots of money right off the bat, and we all started this hobby at one time or another.  If you find reenacting is for you, it can take a while to put together a good kit.  If you’ve got modern camping gear by all means use it (except flashlights or Coleman lanterns, which seem to bring out the ire most reenactors, Refugio militia or no) and keep it out of sight during daylight hours.  We will expect you to make some progress on upgrading your equipment as time goes on; that’s what we mean by being a progressive unit.  Its not so much that we’re trying to make events more arduous.  We all go to these events to have fun.  The main idea is to keep the camp as clutter-free as we can.  It’s hard to look like a militia unit that’s been moving light and fast when the group has more stuff than a 20 mule team could haul.  That’s especially true when you notice we don’t have so much as a horse in evidence, let alone a wagon.  The idea is to transport visitors (and ourselves) back in time to see how they did it so that we can all get a better appreciation for what our forbearers had to go through to settle this land.  We have several members that own ‘camouflaged’ coolers and any one of them would be willing to share cooler space.  
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Phone (662) 287-4977 * Fax (662) 287-6033
Mail -- or -- UPS: 113 Fillmore St.
Corinth, MS 38834

cjarnagin@bellsouth.net

Custom Vestments

www.customvestments.com
customvestments@hotmail.com
G. Gedney Godwin

www.gggodwin.com
PO Box 100

Valley Forge, PA  19481

(610)783-0670

Fax (610)783-6083

sales@gggodwin.com
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Fax: (574) 594-5580
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