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Introduction

Thirteen years ago, when this author started re-enacting, there were no guides as how re-enacting is done.  My family helped pay for my first uniform, accoutrements and weapon, the latter was obtained by mowing lawns all summer long.  I found a unit that was somewhat nearby and joined their ranks.  After my first year of following cues from these guys, I began to get a handle on what I needed to be doing.  Six years later, I joined another unit, with better structure and organization.  This unit had several veterans that were of a progressive frame of mind and most importantly, they were willing to help others improve their impressions.  I served with this unit, the 48th Tennessee Infantry, for three years.  In that time, I learned more from the progressive veterans than in all the time spent with the first unit.  Even so, I was constantly searching for ways to improve my impressions.  Countless hours of research went into my hobby so that I could perfect what I was doing.  

Many re-enactors do not have the adequate time to do countless hours of research.  It would be wonderful if we could all go live in a library for a couple of weeks and come out with all the knowledge we would ever need.  The truth is, the information we need is scattered and it could take years for a “greenhorn” to learn where that material is and how to get a hold of it.  Therefore, the co-founders of this unit sat down in October 2007, and discussed the need for a “handbook.”  This book would be meant as a reference for veterans and greenhorns alike.  It would contain the unit’s by-laws and articles of instruction, which would guide the unit in a progressive manner.  The type of articles that would be needed were discussed and then divided amongst the membership included as editors.  We believed that it would take about a year to write and compile these articles into a handbook, and one year later the prototype was unveiled at Taking of the Presidio ’08.  It is this author’s hope that everyone finds this handbook a useful tool to their impression.  

Jim Lauderdale

November 20, 2008  
Refugio Militia

Being the Constitution of the Refugio Militia

Mission Statement

The Refugio Militia is a living history organization composed of volunteers that strive to progressively present, as accurately as possible, an authentic portrayal of militia life during the Texas Revolution.
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The Constitution

Refugio Militia

As Ratified 17 January 2009
Preamble

We, the Members of the Refugio Militia, in meeting assembled, having functioned under the ad interim constitution as a set of rules and regulations for the benefit of the organization since March 2008, do publish and declare this document and its subsequent amendments to be the lawful Constitution of The Refugio Militia.

Article I:  Basic Objectives
Section 1


The name for this organization shall be the “Refugio Militia.”

Section 2


The mission of the Refugio Militia (hereafter, “RM,” “The Organization,” “The Unit,” “The Company”) is as follows, to wit: the promotion of interest in the Texas Revolution, the education of the public concerning the history of the Texas Revolution, and the preservation of the memory, honor, resolve, and dedication of those who participated in the Texas Revolution.
Section 3


The vision of the organization is as follows, to wit: the improvement of Texas Revolution reenactments and living history events through continuous primary and secondary research, the promotion and encouragement of greater unity and cooperation between units in the Texas Revolution reenacting community, and the maintenance of this unit as one whose dedication to authenticity, progressive nature, bonds of friendship, and unit morale encourage either imitation by others or increased membership to the unit itself. 

Section 4


The purpose of the organization will be as follows, to wit: participation in re-enactments and other living history activities pertaining to the Texas Revolution and Texas Republic periods; continually portraying an accurate representation of the causes, events and results of the Texas Revolution; to reproduce arms, accoutrements and clothing of the period, and to create an environment where educational opportunities may occur.  All members are heavily encouraged to persistently research and improve their progressive impressions.

Section 5


For the purposes of the Refugio Militia, the term “progressive” is defined as an adjective describing constant improvement to members’ personal impressions, knowledge of all things relating to the period being portrayed, and the ability to use that knowledge for the betterment of the unit, the general public, and the Texas Revolution reenacting community at large.

Section 6

This constitution will become valid on 28 March 2008, and will remain binding on all members until the Annual Meeting scheduled for December 2008.  If a new constitution is not adopted at said meeting, this document will remain in effect until one is written and approved by the Company.
Article II:  Executive Committee
Section 1


The Executive Committee (hereafter “EC) will consist of three principal officers: President, Treasurer, and Secretary [see Amendment II ].  These principals will be elected annually at the unit business meeting by majority vote.  No member can hold more than one principal position in the EC; however, positions in the EC and those in the military chain of command shall not be mutually exclusive.

Section 2


The EC will also consist of two subordinate officers. Positions as subordinate officers in the EC and those of the military chain of command shall not be mutually exclusive. The subordinate committee officers will be referred to as “Sub alt 1” and “Sub alt 2,” respectively.  Sub alts 1 and 2 will be elected annually at the unit business meeting by majority vote.

Section 3


It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to discuss and manage all business aspects of the unit.  These may include, but are not limited to, the following: the designation of the annual business meeting, drafting standards to be voted on by the unit, collecting dues, organizing events, and holding the proceedings of each meeting of the unit.  

Section 4


It shall be the duty of the President to call meetings to order and oversee the operations of the EC, work with the military chain of command within the unit to ensure that all needs are being met, and meet with the EC to discuss and plan future business needs of the unit.

Section 5


It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect all fees assessed by the unit, keep an accurate ledger of all expenditures of the RM and report bi-annually as to the assets of the unit.

Section 6


It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record all meetings for the archives, type up printed reports given to the unit, and oversee the completion of the unit handbook.

Section 7

It shall be the duty of Sub Alts 1 and 2 to meet with the committee and offer additional advice on any business necessities of the unit.
Article III:  Military Chain of Command
Section 1


The military chain of command (hereafter “MCC”) for the RM will consist of a 1st Lieutenant, 1st Sergeant, 2nd Sergeant, Quartermaster Sergeant and Mess Sergeant [see Amendment III ].  Said positions shall be filled by majority vote of the unit at the annual business meeting. If, at some future date, more positions for command may be deemed necessary, such a determination will be subject to a vote by the EC.

Section 2


It shall be the duty of the 1st Lieutenant to serve as the company commander at all RM supported events, oversee the training and service of all RM members, take an active role in encouraging further training and recruitment, delegate authority to subordinates to ensure that all tasks are being carried out in an efficient manner, and meet with the commanders of sister units to discuss the necessary progressive measures to move the unit forward.

Section 3


It shall be the duty of the 1st Sergeant to serve as second in command to the 1st Lieutenant; oversee the company street and all activities within, be the primary overseer in the training and education of the company, ensure that the organization of the company runs smoothly, keep account of the roster at each event, be the primary file closer during battle, and delegate tasks to other NCOs to ensure all tasks are carried out efficiently.

Section 4


It shall be the duty of the 2nd Sergeant to assist the 1st Sergeant in all duties, meet with lower grade NCOs to ensure that tasks are being completed, serve as the immediate supervisor of Corporals on the field of battle, be the secondary file closer during battle, and delegated tasks to lower grade NCOs to further ensure the efficiency of the unit.

Section 5


Should any of the above military officers be absent or unable to fulfill his duties at a reenactment or living history event, his primary subordinate will take his place for the remainder of the weekend.  In the case of the 2nd Sergeant, a replacement will be selected by the 1st Lieutenant if deemed appropriate.

Section 6


It shall be the duty of the Quartermaster Sergeant to serve as liaison with the 1st Sergeant and the company in organizing any supplies of the unit, i.e.,  firewood, water, setting up the company street, caring for the company colors, and/or overseeing any other supplies of the unit.  The Quartermaster Sergeant will work with the Mess Sergeant to ensure that all necessities are on hand for all cooking tasks.

Section 7


It shall be the duty of the Mess Sergeant to organize all meals to be served to the unit as a whole, or as individual messes.  The Mess Sergeant may choose to ask members to bring contributions of food, or donations for the food provided.  The Mess Sergeant and Quartermaster Sergeant should work with one another to ensure that all necessary tasks needed to complete the cooking are carried out in a timely manner.

Section 8


At maximum effort events, the company commander may also choose to select two Corporals to assist with the unit when on the field.  These Corporals will assist the Sergeants on line in making sure that all privates in the RM are being safe and following military protocol of the time period.  

Article IV:  Membership
Section 1


No person shall be denied membership in the RM because of race, creed, national origin, or gender.

Section 2


Membership in the RM does not exclusively denote that all persons with membership status shall be granted the privilege of participation in battle scenarios.  Persons deemed unsafe for any reason by a consensus of the military chain of command will not be allowed on the field.  In addition, women, while welcome to the unit, will not adopt military impressions.  All civilians joining the RM are encouraged to adopt authentic period impressions and to begin an associated civilian corps.  

Section 3


Membership in the RM and membership in other living history units of any time period shall not be mutually exclusive.

Section 4


Persons seeking membership must be able to provide the basic requirements of their impression within one year of joining the unit.  Individual cases of this sort will be judged by a consensus of the EC and the MCC.

Section 5


Dues will be required of all members on an annual basis to be collected by the treasurer and deposited into the units banking account.  These dues will be $20 per person, or $30 per family.

Section 6


A member will be considered “in good standing” if he/she fulfills the following requirements, to wit: the payment of annual dues, and participation with the unit at no fewer than one maximum effort event and two events officially supported by the unit since the start of the business year.  All those fulfilling this requirement will be considered members in good standing until the next annual meeting, at which point, members will be required to fulfill the same obligations over the next year, dating from the time of said annual meeting [see Amendment V].

Section 7


Only members in good standing will be allowed to vote in unit elections, be initiated into the company, and hold officer positions.
Section 8


Associate membership will be extended to those individuals wishing to participate with the unit at events, but who do not wish to officially join the unit.  The associate membership is subject to the approval of both the EC and MCC. 
Section 9 


The unit Motto shall be, “Clear the Road” or “Faug a balac.”

Section 10


The unit Slogan shall be, “Fine Girl Y’are!”

Section 11


The unit Song shall be, ‘Minstrel Boy.’

Section 12


The unit colors shall be appropriated from funds provided by the unit.  These colors should be made from silk and will reflect the colors of the Mexican Government.  The flag shall look as follows: “Made of silk; the colors shall be of green, white and red in that order from the staff; dimensions shall be 5’ by 5’; in the white stripe the words “Coahuila y Tejas,” shall appear at the top of the stripe and the words “Refugio Battalion,” shall appear at the bottom; there will also be an eagle in the center of the white stripe with the words “Union, Indepencia, Religion,” in gold circling the eagle bleeding into the red, white and green stripes.  These unit colors will always be protected and honored with pride by the unit.  While in the field, it shall be the duty of the Quartermaster Sergeant to always care for these said colors.   
Article V:  Operations
Section 1


It shall be the duty of the members present at the Annual Business Meeting or any General Membership Meetings to discuss and vote on the business of the upcoming year.  This business may include, but is not limited to: elections; unit safety; upcoming events; authenticity standards; and membership approval.

Section 2


The EC shall meet at the discretion of the President, or may call itself into session.

Section 3

General Membership Meetings may be called by petition from the membership, or decided upon by joint council of the EC and MCC.  Each member, in good standing, present is allowed one vote; proxies are not accepted.  

Section 4  


The time, place and date of the Annual Business Meeting will be determined by the joint council of the EC and MCC and announced to the membership at least sixty days in advance.  Annual elections should take place at the annual business meeting when applicable.  

Section 5


Each member, in good standing, present for said elections is entitled to one vote.

Section 6 

Nominations for annual elections may only be made at the business meeting and no absentee ballots or proxy votes will be considered.  All parties nominated for positions must be present to accept the nomination, and then must be seconded.  All members nominated must be elected by the majority of the body present at the time of the election.  Any officer found to be in dereliction of his duty, may be asked to step down by joint council of the EC and MCC.  If a position becomes vacant before election time, the position may be filled at the discretion of the EC or MCC according to the position [see Amendment VI].     

Section 7

While in the field or present at any living history event, it shall be the duty of all members to keep safety first and foremost in their minds and actions.  All members must have a full canteen of water in order to take the field.  Weapons inspections must occur before taking the field of battle.  Any weapons or members found to be unsafe by a consensus of the MCC will not be allowed to take the field or participate in battle scenarios.  Any member unwilling to comply with field command in these matters will be asked to leave the field, and possibly the event, immediately.  Repeat offenses may lead to the termination of membership, based on joint council of the EC and MCC.    
Section 8


As a “progressive” unit, the RM will strive to always provide the most authentic impressions available.  Members participating with the unit will be required to have the correct clothing and equipment available to them before participating with the unit.  Said clothing and equipment may be acquired from other members if need be.  All members should refer to the handbook for questions regarding these issues, or consult a senior member of the RM for guidance.  

Section 9

For all operating purposes, The Refugio Militia Handbook shall be the authority on clothing, weapons and equipment for the possible impressions held by members in the RM.  

Section 10 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these articles, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on:  by an organization exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501 ( c ) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Law), or by a organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170 ( c ) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Law).  
Article VI:  Dissolution Clause


Upon dissolution of the organization, the Executive Committee shall, after paying or making provisions for the payment of all of the liabilities of the organization, dispose of all of the assets of the organization exclusively for the purpose of the organization in such manner, or organizations organized and operating for charitable, educational, religious or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 501 ( c ) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Laws), as the Executive Committee shall determine.  Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court of the county in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations as said court shall determine which are organized and operated exclusively for such purpose.    
Article VII:  Rules for Amending the Constitution

Section 1

Amendments to this constitution may be offered to the EC, in writing, at any time by a member in good standing.  It will be the duty of the EC to submit recommendations to the membership for consideration.  

Section 2

Recommendations that are considered must receive a motion for a vote to be taken and seconded by a member in good standing.  Any and all amendments can be adopted by a three-fourths vote of the company.

Section 3

Voting for said recommendations may be held at events if so proposed, business meetings or online if necessary.  If the amendment requires research, the date for a vote of the proposed amendment will be set by the EC.  If approved, the amendment will take effect at a date designated by the EC President. 

Article VIII:  Constitutional Amendments

Amendment I:  Meeting Rules – Passed 17 Jan 2009

In accordance with the Constitution of the RM, the following amendment is made to Article V, to wit: during all meetings of any nature, the unit will follow Robert’s Rules of Order until said meeting is adjourned.  
Amendment II:  Recruiter – Passed 17 Jan 2009
It has become obvious to the unit leadership that in order for the unit to grow, there must be some recruitment.  The following amendment is made to Article II Section 1 - It seems necessary that a Recruiter position be installed into the EC and be allowed to recruit new members for the unit.  The Recruiter will have access to the entire state and any territory outside of the state.  It shall be the duty of the Recruiter to contact potential members by any means necessary; phone, email, mail, flyers or at events.  The Recruiter will also keep list of potential recruits.  The Recruiter will not, by any means, recruit members from an existing Texas Revolution organization; such action may result in suspension of duties or removal from office.  The Recruiter shall only carry out the duties as stated in this amendment or ordered by the President.  
Amendment III:  Military Rank– Passed 17 Jan 2009
In order to further simplify the duties of the MCC the following amendment is made to Article III Section 1, to wit: the positions of Quartermaster Sergeant and Mess Sergeant shall no longer be referred to with the military rank of sergeant.  These positions should and shall be referred to as Quartermaster and Commissary.  The duties of the Quartermaster and Commissary will be the same as outlined in the Constitution and will continue as deputies of the MCC.  

Amendment IV:  Unit Sport– Passed 17 Jan 2009
The following amendment is made to Article IV, to wit:  the official sport of the unit shall forevermore be Irish Road Bowling. 

Rules and Playing Style

A 28 ounce iron and steel cannonball the size of a tennis ball (a "bowl" or "bullet") is hurled down a country lane. The player or team with the fewest shots to the finish line wins.

A road shower advises the thrower about the throw [or shot] much like a caddy, whilst another helper stands ahead of the thrower, feet apart, to show the best line or path in the road.

The thrower runs to the throwing mark and, in the Northern or County Armagh style, extends the arm and bowl behind him as he runs. At the throwing mark the arm is snapped forward by arching the back and shoulders, releasing the bowl underhand before stepping over the mark.

In the Southern or County Cork style, as the thrower runs to the mark the arm and bowl are lifted up and back, then whirled downward into an underhand throw, releasing the bowl before stepping over the mark.

Wherever the bowl stops (not where it leaves the road surface), a chalk mark is made at the nearest point on the road and the next throw is taken from behind that mark.

Over tight curves, or corners where two roads meet, the bowl may be thrown through the air (lofted). The loft must strike the road or pass over it. If the loft fails to reach the road, it counts as one shot, and the next throw must be taken again from the same mark.

If two players or teams approach the finish line with equal shots, the winner is decided by which throw goes farthest past the finish line.

Terminology

A Score - a match. (In the past, players were given 20 shots each, the winner determined by who went the greatest distance.) 

A Shot - a throw. 

Bowl of Odds - when one bowler is one full shot fewer than his opponent, i.e., when a bowler is equal to or farther in distance than his opponent, but has thrown one less shot. 

Bowl or Bullet - the 28-ounce (c. 800 g) small cannonball, with a circumference of 18 cm, used in Irish Road Bowling. 

Bullets or Long Bullets - the County Armagh term for road bowling. 

Butt - the throwing mark on the road. To step over the mark before releasing the bowl is to "break butt." 

Clear the Road - to get spectators out of the road in front of the thrower. 

Corner - a sharp curve in the road or a corner where two roads meet. 

Faugh a Ballach! - traditional Irish battle cry (Clear the Way!). 

Get Sight or Open the Corner - to throw so deeply into the curve that the next throw is a straight shot out. 

Kitter-Paw - a left-handed thrower. 

Loft - to throw through the air. 

Sop - a tuft of grass placed in the road at a spot where the bowl should first strike the surface. An experienced bowler can "Split the Sop." 

Stylish Bowler - a bowler with a smooth well-coordinated delivery. 

Amendment V:  Service – Passed 17 Jan 2009

In order to build a better espirit de corps, within the unit, the following amendment is made to Article IV Section 6, to wit: officers elected to service by the unit will carry out all intended obligations, obvious or implied.  Correlatively, all members of the RM, in good standing, are expected to serve with the unit when it is on the field.  Officers unwilling to comply with service will be found in dereliction of their duties and may be removed from office pending a vote of the EC and MCC.  Members unwilling to serve with the unit when on the field may be found to be no longer in good standing with the unit, based on a vote of the EC and MCC.  If the MCC commanding officer determines that service with another unit or entity will better serve an event, or the re-enacting hobby in general, he may grant leave for said member to give service elsewhere.     

Amendment VI:  Nominations for Office – Passed 17 Jan 2009

The following amendment is made to Article V Section 6, to wit: members not present at a meeting in which an election for offices is being held may be nominated by the body present, provided said members have given prior consent.  If an absent member is nominated, seconded and voted on, said member must be elected unanimously in order to carry that position.  If the absent member does not receive 100% of the votes, other candidates may campaign for their position and a new vote may be taken.  If a member present receives a majority of the votes over a non-present member, then the present member wins the position.  This Amendment will take effect in January 2010 and all subsequent Business Meetings will be held in Refugio, or some other common ground between the Rio Grande Valley and Central Texas. 
Amendment VII: Nominations for 2009 – Passed 17 Jan 2009

Persons not present at the annual business meeting may be nominated for position in the unit; nominations will be continued for one week online, at which time votes will be cast and voting closed at the date announced by the President.  This amendment shall only be in effect until the conclusion of the 2009 election cycle.

Amendment VIII: Unit Sovereignty – Passed 17 Jan 2009

The Refugio Militia, as a sovereign company, shall not yield that sovereignty under any circumstances, except by a vote of a three-fourths (3/4) majority of a quorum of active members.  The Militia may join ranks with sister units for the purpose of forming a larger company, but will retain sovereignty and the chains of command in such instances.

******************************************************************************
The History of the Refugio Militia

By Jim Lauderdale

In October 2006, a group of Texian re-enactors came together at the Taking of the Presidio Event and the subsequent experience at that event led to this group bonding together and eventually forming the Refugio Militia.  After Taking ’06, it was clear that some research would have to be done if this group wanted to portray a historical unit at Texas Revolution re-enactments.  The big question in many people’s minds was who to portray.  Popular histories of this time period talk a lot about volunteer units from the United States that answered the call and came to Texas in defense of fellow Americans.  Choosing one of these volunteer units seemed like an obvious choice, but some questions remained.  Were there not any home grown militia units already in existence in Texas during the conflict?  If there were, who were they, where did they come from and why could they not be portrayed?  Harbert Davenport’s work on Fannin’s Command gave the first clues to this question.  It was here that this author first discovered Hugh Fraser’s Refugio Militia.  From here, more research was required to learn more about these men and get a clear picture of who they were, but at least there was a starting place.  After passing out some very basic information on the Militia, the idea of forming the unit was discussed at the Goliad Massacre ’07 Re-enactment.  By Taking ’07, many of the core group that had been coming together at all the previous events had spoken with one another and were in agreement that starting the Refugio Militia was not only warranted, but needed by the hobby.  A meeting was called amongst the re-enactors there and a vote was taken on whether or not to start the unit.  The Refugio Militia was born by a unanimous vote at that meeting.  In the coming months officers were elected, events were scheduled, a flag was made and a Constitution was written.  The Refugio Militia Living History Organization was formed to be a progressive organization interested in the education of members and the general public on the topic of the Texas War for Independence.  The following paper is an attempt to share the history of the unit that fought during the Goliad Campaigns of 1835 and 1836.  This paper is not an exhaustive work and further research is encouraged.  However, this will give members a starting place and when combined with the other papers in this handbook, members should be able to form quality progressive impressions that will serve them well in the field.       

  The town of Refugio was the colonial seat of the Power-Hewetson colony founded in 1834.  The majority of the men that made up the colony and its militia, also founded in 1834, were of Irish descent.  When James Power decided to stake a claim in Texas and become the empresario of his own colony, his original plan was to bring native Irish citizens to Texas to fulfill the grant of the colony.  When the Mexican government approved Power’s grant, they reached an agreement that fifty percent of the colony’s population would be of Irish descent and the other fifty percent would be made up of Tejanos.  It is with the Tejano people that our story really begins.  

Tejano is a term that describes Mexican citizenry that were native to Texas or Tejas in the 1830’s.  These Tejanos lived throughout Texas and many families had been living in and around Refugio for many years before Power’s colony was approved.  The Tejano families of Santiago Serna, Angel Navarro, Manuel Barrera, Jose Flores, Ygnacio Atocha, Jose Valdez, Jose Aldrete, Carlos de la Garza and Don Fernando de Leon were rancheros and had many ranches all over that region.  When Power began organizing his colony, several of the Tejanos resented this as an encroachment on land that they had already considered to be their own.  This may have played a role in the events that would take place in the fall of 1835 and spring of 1836.  Some of the rancheros in the area formed mounted militia groups loyal to Mexican centralists during the revolution and fought against their friends and neighbors.  Some of these acted in defense of their neighbors and spared them from execution at Refugio and Goliad.  Not all of the Tejanos were centralist sympathizers, however, and those that were not often served in the Refugio Militia or would act as scouts and couriers for Texas’ cause.  Regardless of future events, the Tejanos proved to be a hospitable people and good neighbors to their fellow Catholic colonists, the Irish. 

Power was not as successful in recruiting native Irish to immigrate to Texas as he may have wanted, so he then turned to the United States to provide him with the immigrant settlers needed to fulfill the colonial grant.  Two issues that made the Irish perfect candidates for colonial citizenship was the fact that they were predominantly Catholic and most did not own slaves.  These two issues would continue to be a problem between Anglo settlers and the Mexican government until Texas won its independence.  The colonists that came from the United States were mostly of Irish origin, but some were Scotch-Irish and not necessarily of the Catholic faith.  As a matter of fact the first commander of the Refugio Militia, Captain Ira Westover, was a protestant, but he still managed to work well and get along with the demographics of the colony.  Those of Irish ancestry did bond together and made sure that the traditions of the old home country were not lost; for example the Irish folk songs they brought with them.

The diversity of the colonist created a community with various trades.  There were men working at the docks in Copano Bay, ranchers and small farmers on the prairie, gunsmiths, blacksmiths, doctors and mercantilist in the towns.  The combination of all of these created a great living environment for the colonists and their families coming to Texas in the 1830’s.  Regardless of their trade, it was common during the 19th Century for men between the ages of eighteen and forty to have served in the civic militia.  Many communities even made it mandatory for citizens to serve in the militia.  In 1827, the Coauhila y Tejas Constitution allowed for the state to form civic militias known as activo units.  These civic militias would serve as a National Guard force and an auxiliary arm of the national Mexican Army.  This constitution also outlined how colonies could form their own civic militia.  The colonial militias would have to be raised by the colony’s empresario and it would be the responsibility of the empresario to arm and equip said militia.  Once formed, the militia would serve as a police force for the colony and guard against savage Indian raids.  In time of war, the governor of the state would have the ability to call the civic militia to arms to serve along with the regular army in defense of the republic.  As Santa Anna came to power as a Centralist dictator in 1834, he demanded that all civic militias be disbanded and their arms be returned to the government arsenals.  This created civil unrest throughout Mexico and Santa Anna responded with military violence.  Texans were unwilling to comply with this demand which resulted in the Mexican campaigns into Texas to regain control of cannons given to the colonist to guard against Indian raids.  Texans were strong supporters of the Republic of Mexico and the rights given to them under the Mexican Constitution of 1824 and believed that these demands went against the laws they were accustomed to living under.  Captain Ira Westover did disband the Refugio Militia, but this would only last for a short time.         

On September 20, 1835, General Martin Perfecto de Cos landed at Copano on the Texas coast and began moving inland to reinforce the garrisons at Refugio, Goliad and San Antonio de Bexar.  He was met by James Power, the emprasrio of the Power-Hewetson Colony.  Power was quick to notify the other inland colonists of the Mexican arrival and their intentions.  Cos’ immediate orders from Santa Anna upon arriving in Texas, were to “repress with strong arm all those who, forgetting their duties to the nation which has adopted them as her children, are pushing forward with a desire to live at their own option without subjection to the laws.”  The orders that Cos issued required the apprehension and delivery of the persons of Lorenzo de Zavala, J.M.J. Carbajal, Juan Zambrano, Mosely Baker, Francis W. Johnson, John H. Moore, William Barrett Travis, Samuel M. Williams, and R.M. Williamson.  Cos also insisted upon the surrender of all artillery held by the colonists at Matagorda, Victoria, San Patricio and Gonzales.  Beyond these actions, Cos also intended upon dispersing the Coahuila y Tejas legislature that was currently meeting in Bejar.  Cos arrived in Goliad on October 2, 1835 after briefly passing through the town of Refugio.  Upon his arrival at Presidio La Bahia, there was a great parade welcoming the General and his supporting battalion.  After attending to the business in Goliad, Cos quickly proceeded to Bexar to reinforce the garrison there.  When General Cos left with his honor guard and the Morelos battalion, he left Lieutenant Colonel Francisco Sandoval and Captain Sabriego in charge of the garrison of fifty to sixty men at Goliad.  He also ordered the garrison commander to recover the cannon from the colonists in Victoria.  Cos left another garrison under the command of Captain Nicolas Rodriguez at Fort Lipantitlan, to the south on the Nueces River near the town of San Patricio.  Sabriego was also left in charge of the vast majority of Cos’ supplies since there was no way to transport them.

James Fannin, commander of the Brazos guard at this time, had formulated a plan to attack General Cos before he could reach Goliad or San Antonio.  Most of the Texan forces that had been on the way to engage Cos, were called away from their mission to go to Gonzales where the first shots of the revolution were fired in defense of the cannon held there by the towns people for protection against raiding savages.  Even so, not all of these citizen soldiers were distracted.   A company of about fifty men under the command of Ben Fort Smith and William H. Jack set out to liberate Goliad and Copano from the Mexican occupation.  Another company of forty men from Matagorda organized under Captain George Collinsworth and marched to Guadalupe Victoria.  These two units intended on carrying out Fannin’s original plan, although Fannin had no personal connection with either unit.  The force under Collinsworth was also joined by some thirty volunteers from Refugio, Goliad and Victoria.  While in Victoria, some forty-nine men signed the “Compact of Volunteers,” signifying their intention to protect the area from military domination and to stand firm to the Republican institutions of the government of Mexico under the Constitution of 1824.  Before departing for Goliad, the force was able to recruit about another fifty men from the surrounding towns.  Collinsworth took overall command of this force which numbered some 120 men.  

While at Victoria, Philip Dimmitt received word that Cos was marching to Bexar and had only left a small force to defend the garrison there.  The Mexican garrison was unsuccessful at obtaining the cannon from Victoria, but continued to control the area around Goliad.  Collinsworth altered his plans accordingly and began the march with his company southwestward across the prairie.  He also sent a small scouting party ahead to scout the town.  The company rested at Manahuilla Creek after dark, where they were joined by Ben Milam who had recently escaped from prison in Monterey.  The force resumed their march and reached Presidio La Bahia around 11:00pm.  At this point, the scouting party was reunited with the force and reported to Collinsworth that the reports received earlier had been correct.  The company was reinforced shortly after midnight on the 9th of October, by volunteers from Refugio including: Ira Westover; Hugh Fraser; Lucien W. Gates; Walter Lambert; Victor Loupy; Jeremiah Day; Robert Patrick Hearne; Alfred Allison; T. Cannon; Andrew Devereaux; Francis Keller; Ben Noble; H. Riley; Edward St. John; Charles Shearn; A. Smiley; and Henry Williams.  These men were all members of the civic militia that existed in the Power-Hewetson Colony prior to the beginning of the conflict with Mexico.  At some point each of these men signed the “Compact of Volunteers.”  Later on the 10th, another contingent arrived from Refugio comprised of Colonel James Power, Thomas O’Connor, John Williams, Morgan O’Brien, John Dunn, John O’Toole, Patrick Quinn, John Smiley, Antonio Sayle and Edward McCafferty with possible others not recorded by posterity. The tardy arrival of some of the Refugio colonists was due to the fact that the Irish colony was the furthest from Matagorda and the last to receive word that an attack was underway against the Mexican garrison at Goliad.  Even others, James Kerr and John J. Linn, who had stayed behind in Victoria to rush munitions, provisions, supplies and recruits to Goliad, arrived even later on the 11th.  All together, there were many more Refugians and Labajanos involved in this and subsequent events than has been recorded by popular history.       

At first light on the 10th, the Texan force attacked the garrison by surprise.  Their superior numbers allowed the force to be able to attack the garrison from several points, waking the confused soldados from their barracks.  The two forces battled for about thirty minutes before the Texans battered down the doors with axes and captured the commandant and about half of the soldiers in the fort.  Some eighteen or nineteen soldados did manage to escape capture before the surrender was signed.  Sandoval and Sabriego were among the prisoners that were captured, though almost twenty Mexican soldiers were able to escape and warn the Copano and Refugio outposts which then retreated to Fort Lipantitlan.  Sandoval was also able to send word to Cos informing him of the situation, before being captured.  The Texans had several men wounded, but none killed.  One of these wounded Texans was Samuel McCullough and is believed by many folk historians to have been the first Texan to shed blood in the conflict.  The interesting story behind McCullough was the fact that he was a black man.  On the other hand, Sandoval and the Mexican garrison lost three killed, seven wounded, and twenty-one made prisoner.  

Within a few days of the battle, the force at the old presidio was reinforced by an additional fifteen men from Refugio.  John Alley’s company also arrived as well as Ben Smith’s large company.  The regiment then elected Smith colonel, Collinsworth major and Dimmitt captain.  By now, General Stephen Austin and his Republican Army of Texas had begun their march to Bexar and Austin ordered that only 100 men be left to garrison the presidio and protect the supplies captured there.  The remainder of the force was to join the siege at Bexar.  On the 14th of October Smith, Alley, and Benavides marched their companies to Bexar, while Collinsworth left to return to Matagorda and recruit men.  The remaining Goliad volunteers elected Dimmitt commandant of their garrison.  These men were made up of volunteers from Refugio, Victoria and Goliad.  The majority of these volunteers were also members of the Refugio Militia.    

Even with all the success in the first few weeks of the open revolution, Dimmitt saw the severe necessity to capture the garrison still at Fort Lipantitlan and the need to retain Goliad as a strategically important post which would be essential to defeating Cos at Bexar.  After the fall of Goliad, Fort Lipantitlan became an important link between Bexar and the Mexican supply lines from Matamoros.  From here, the Mexicans captured Texan messages and kept Cos informed on what was happening in the surrounding areas.  They were also able to keep the colonists at San Patricio from supporting the Texan cause.  Dimmitt also understood that the fort would be a staging point to try and retake Goliad from the Texans.  

Dimmitt’s adjutant and former company commander of the Refugio Militia, Ira Westover, led an expedition against Fort Lipantitlan which marched out of Goliad on October 21.  The Texan party of almost forty men was augmented to about sixty from additional Refugio Militia volunteers and began to draw the attention of Rodriguez at Lipantitlan.  Captain Rodriguez sent most of his force to attempt an interception of the rebels.  Rodriguez was also under orders from Cos to move on Goliad and retake the presidio.  Santa Anna would soon be marching in force to Bexar and Jose de Urrea would be bringing another army through Goliad, so it was imperitive that Rodriguez re-take Goliad to support this campaign.  The Texans evaded detection by using back roads and trails, rather than main roads.  Arriving at the fort on November 3, the Texans attacked the fort by surprise and overtook the small force within.  After realizing the situation, Rodriguez returned to the fort the next day and battled the Texan force, but was defeated.  This defeat eliminated Cos’ hopes of retaking Goliad and cut the last remaining link between Matamoros and Bexar.  After destroying the fort the force returned to Goliad, but was unable to secure cannon to take back with them.  Dimmitt was displeased with Westover’s performance in not securing the cannon from Lipantitlan, but continued to reinforce his position as he saw its importance in the coming months.  By January 1836, the inadequacies of the Texas provisional government and inability to re-supply the garrison compelled Dimmitt to disband the combined force at Presidio La Bahia.  At this point the ever faithful Refugio Militia returned home to look to their families.        

On February 1st and 2nd, 1836, elections were held and Hugh McDonald Fraser was elected captain of the Refugio Militia which was made up of many of the men that had thus far taken part in the Goliad Campaign of 1835.  He then organized the militia and committed to support the command of Colonel James Walker Fannin, who had taken command of the garrison at Goliad.  The company reported to Colonel Fannin at the newly renamed Fort Defiance and was assigned to act as scouts and supply train guards, an auxiliary of Fannin’s regiment.  Later, the company would participate in the battle of Coleto, as well as being present at the Goliad Massacre.

  In mid-March, Fannin dispatched Amon King to aid the citizens of Refugio in evacuating with the invading Mexican Army so close.  King found it necessary to harass the Tejanos families that were loyal centralists and began to have small skirmishes with them.  This took King and his men away from the task that they were supposed to be doing in Refugio and also kept them occupied while General Urrea and his Mexican force got closer.  Finally, King was forced to engage Urrea in the battle of Refugio.  Fannin believed that something was not quite right, and sent William Ward and the Georgia Battalion to Refugio to take command of King’s command and rendezvous with the regiment in Victoria.  The battle of Refugio continued which led to the capture of Amon King and his men.  William Ward and the Georgia Battalion did escape capture and managed to make it to Victoria before being captured.  Several members of the Refugio Militia were involved in helping their fellow citizens escape the town and were captured along with Amon King’s command held up in the chapel at Refugio.  Fraser scouted the Texan position at Refugio during the battle and reported his findings to Colonel Fannin.  This report led Fannin to decide to retreat on March 19, 1836, from Goliad and attempt to rendezvous with those that escaped capture, in Victoria.  The Refugio Militia accompanied Fannin in his retreat.  The Mexican forces, under the command of General Urrea, reached Fannin’s force before they could reach the cover of timber in and around Coleto Creek, due in part to the ineffectiveness of Texan scouts, as well as unruly teams of oxen.  The Texan forces formed a skirmish line and artillery was used to screen their movements in an attempt to reach the cover of the creek.  They found themselves surrounded and formed a moving square three rows deep.  The Refugio Militia and Duval’s Mustangs were assigned the rear part of the square.  Urrea’s Army attacked the Texan square in a clash that would last from 1:30pm to well after sun set.  Seeing the amount of wounded and inability to carry on the fight, Fannin surrendered his force under terms to General Urrea, March 20.  

Those prisoners of war that could walk were marched back to the presidio at Goliad and the others were eventually brought back in carts pulled by oxen.  These prisoners were held in the chapel at the presidio.  On Palm Sunday, March 27, 1836, the unwounded prisoners were formed into three groups and under heavy guard, marched out of the presidio.  The Refugio Militia was among those that were marched toward the upper ford of the San Antonio River on the Bexar road.  This group was marched from half to three quarters of a mile from the presidio and halted.  Once in place, the guard on the right of the prisoners counter-marched and joined the left guard.  Upon signal, the guards opened fire on the unarmed prisoners from a distance too close to miss.  Those that were not instantly killed were bayoneted by their former guards.  A small group of these prisoners did manage to escape their comrades’ fate.  Some of these men would later join the fight at San Jacinto and lead the cry “Remember Goliad!”  The wounded inside the presidio that were unable to move were executed along the wall of the chapel.  The Refugio Militia members that took part in the Battle of Coleto are: Hugh Fraser; James Byrne; George Carlisle; Francis Dietrich; John Fagan; Nicholas Fagan; Edward Fitzsimmons; William Gould, John James, George Morris; Edward Perry; Anthony Sidick; John Sidick; Alvin White, George Mcknight and John Williams.  George McKnight was the only militia member recorded by history to have died at the battle of Coleto.  Those that were spared by Captain Carlos de la Garza at Refugio and Goliad were: James Byrne; John Fagan; Nicholas Fagan; Edward Perry; Anthony Sidick and John Sidick.  Finally, those that were executed at Goliad are: Hugh Fraser; George Carlisle; Francis Dietrich; Edward Fitzsimmons; William Gould; John James; Alvin White and John Williams.  It is important to understand that de la Garza’s actions were unknown to Mexican chain of command.  He acted against orders in-order to save his neighbors.    

Also, I believe that it is noteworthy to mention that several Tejanos from Victoria and Goliad aided in this endeavor on the Texan side.  Juan Antonio Padilla and Placedo Benavides, the Acalde of Victoria, both commanded companies of Tejano horsemen that aided the Refugio Militia.  It is this author’s hope that further research may shed light on more about who these heroes of Texas were exactly. 
The story of the “Come and Take It” volunteers at Gonzales, the heroes of the Siege of Bexar, the martyrs of the siege of the Alamo, the victims of the Fannin Massacre and the triumphant heroes of San Jacinto have their stories told during Texas history.  These men certainly deserve there spot in history, but let us never forget that the fall of Presidio La Bahia, retention of the presidio by Dimmitt’s garrison, and the attack on Fort Lipantitlan were some of the most important events during the Goliad Campaign of 1835.  These events were led largely by the patriotic citizenry of Refugio and the surrounding colony.  Then during the Goliad Campaign of ’36, Refugians and their militia proudly answered the call during the skirmish in Refugio and the Battle of Coleto.  All in all, there is a rich untouched history behind these people, both in their culture that added flavor to Texas and in their service to their homes and families.  It is this author’s belief that Texans ought to look closely at their history and preserve as much of it as possible so that it will not be lost to future generations.  The Irish and Tejanos that made up the Refugio Militia were the same people that helped build Texas.  These men pledged their whole lives, as they knew them, to their cause.  As stated in the “Compact of Volunteers” signed in Victoria, “…to give the population of that town protection against military domination, deem it duty which they owe to themselves to their fellow soldiers embodied else where in the same patriotic cause…their united and unalterable resolution to give ample and complete protection to the citizens of this town and to those also of every other which they may enter, requiring only that the citizens of said towns stand firm to the Republican institutions of the Government of Mexico and of Coahuila y Tejas under the constitution of 1824; and for the redemption of this resolution, we pledge our lives, our property, and our sacred honour.”  Even though these men came from a variety of backgrounds, culture and religion they bonded together in defense of their homes and helped secure an independent Texas that continues to thrive from their example even today.  For that dedication to liberty this author cheers the memory of these gallant heroes. 
“Faug a balah!”
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Clothing Guidelines for the Refugio Militia:
1828-1836

by Wade Marcum
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“So early in the following year, 1827, I started out from Hopkinsville, Kentucky, with all my worldly possessions, consisting of a few dollars in money, a change of clothes, and a gun, of course, to seek my fortune in this lazy man's paradise.”- Noah Smithwick

“we used then to hear fellows with 'store clothes' on lamenting the crude state of society and consoling themselves with the assurance that the 'better sort' would come after a little.”-Noah Smithwick

“We are all most naked as we are cuting Up tent cloth to make us Panteloons & Every man is his own Taylor in this Army & a good many of us are bare footed & worst of all the the Schooner that was bringing provision & clothes has been wrecked.”-J.C. Logan

Author’s Note

     Just a note before beginning, this is by no means the FINAL say on clothing regarding the Refugio Militia of the period between 1828-1836.  This is simply a primer to help people coming into the hobby, and give them a good direction to start their research.  People that have been involved in the hobby for a while will probably find the information here simple and basic.  That is okay.  This is a basic guide, and as new materials become available some of this material may become outdated.  However, at the time of this writing, this is based on some of the best information that we have to date.  Remember to continue to research on your own, and always ask “why?”  That is how we progress.  More and more sources are continuously coming to light.   There are several good sources listed at the end of this work.  Read them and make your own discoveries.   With that said, I hope that this is a useful tool for you.

 Introduction
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     Texas during the period of 1828-1836 is a fascinating area to study and reenact.  There were many different cultures, social classes, technologies, and ideas coming together and sometimes violently colliding.  These forces can be seen even in the dress of the people that lived in Texas.  There were many influences on a person determining how one dressed.  These influences ranged from where a person came from, their culture, their station or class in life, finances, availability of clothing, or how long you had been in service or on campaign.  In some cases a person would have several, if not many of these factors determining his or her dress.

     In the American Revolutionary War period, the style of clothes marked a person as an aristocrat, shop owner, or “middleing sort”.  A person that had the means wore only the latest fashions that were tailor made to him or her.  This had changed by the 1820’s and 1830’s with the rise of Jackson and “the common man”, the industrial revolution, and advances made in clothing production.  Tailor made clothing was still available, and a sign of the wealthy.  However, ready made clothing in the latest styles had also become available and gave rise to the descriptions of Americans and “their citizen’s outfits.”   Of course this was said sarcastically since many of the garments were pre-made and ill fitting.
 

    One note on clothing and styles in Texas.  Many first person accounts recall that the people of Texas wore their clothing until it turned to rags.
  Items would be repaired and patched until it became impossible to use the garment.  Of course determining when the garment was no longer useful varied according to one’ social class.  Therefore, worn and patched clothing would be very appropriate for your impression.  

Status and Class in Texas

     Even though the late 1820’s and the 1830’s occurred during the height of the Age of Jackson and the Common Man, there were still class distinctions evident.  Even though social lines were somewhat “blurred” in Texas, they still existed to some degree.
  There were four types of class in the American South, and at least three from the northern states as well as Europe during the time period we portray. 
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Upper Class/Aristocrats

Members of the upper class were made up mostly of the wealthy landowners (plantations), and those that had large ranches, doctors, large business owners, ships owners, and lawyers.  They accounted for a small percentage of the population at only 2 %.  These men usually had an education and may have even attended a university.  A person could be considered Upper Class even if he did not own land, if he came from an established family in the Sates or in Europe.  A person could rise to the Upper Class through notoriety (Sam Houston, Jim Bowie, David Crocket for instance).  These individuals usually set the standard for dress wearing the latest fashions.  However, since Texas was a frontier community, the upper class styles may have lagged a few years behind other areas (Paris, London, and New York).  Yet Refugio was near a costal port, and may have been able to get new fashions from New Orleans.  Oftentimes referred to as gentlemen, these men generally set their honor above all else, and would fight duels with fellow aristocrats, or drub lower class individuals with their canes, to protect that honor.  In militia companies, these men would often be the elected officers, but not always.

 “Most of the men I have mentioned were men of means, many of them having slaves with which they had already opened up quite respectable plantations.”-Noah Smithwick discussing the early settlers and colonists of Texas

“Around some twenty or thirty camp-fires stood as many groups of men, English, Irish, Scotch, French, Germans, Italians, Poles, Yankees, Mexicans, all unwashed, unshaven for months, their long hair, beard and mustaches, ragged and matted, their clothes in tatters, and plastered with mud.  In a word, a more savage band could scarcely have been assembled; and yet many-most indeed were gentlemen, owners of large estates, distinguished some for oratory, some for science, and some for medical talent, many would have, and had, graced the drawing-room.”-Benjamin Cromwell Franklin describing men on the San Jacinto campaign.

2. Middle Class

The Middle Class in the 19th century was much smaller than what it has become today.  Approximately 18 % of the society were members of the Middle Class.  Middle Class members were usually composed of shop keepers, ships captains, teachers, mid-sized farm owners with a few slaves, and the clergy.  These people were usually educated to the point that they could perform their jobs, but may not have been overly educated (such as having learned Latin).  They typically dressed in the fashions of the day (once again Texas is a frontier community and styles may have lagged a bit), but the materials and tailoring would have been less than what was found in the Upper Class.  These men sometimes held rank in militia companies either as officers or NCO’s.   

3. Lower/working Class

This was by far the largest class at nearly 80% of the entire population.
  These were the working class that performed the menial jobs of the time period.  Many either had a rudimentary education or no education at all, depending upon where they had spent much of their childhood.  These were usually the small farmers, farm hands, day laborers, “mechanics”, and ranch hands.  In Europe and the eastern United States, these individuals were separated by a vast social sea from the other classes.  However, in Texas it seems that these class distinctions may have been blurred to a small degree allowing for more interaction between the groups.  Lower Class clothing often reflected their social status and would be patched, ragged, and worn.  Most members of a militia company would come from this class.   

4. Slaves

Slaves of course were the bottom of Southern Society, and in Texas were “legally” indentured servants for life, or had been forcefully contracted to serve their master since slavery had been outlawed in Mexico and her states in the 1820’s.  In the deep South, there were areas where the slave population was 55% of the entire population!  Their clothing would have been VERY DIFFERENT from their masters, and would be very worn and ragged.
  They sometimes accompanied their masters on campaign in the role of servant.

“Jesse Thompson, living on the San Bernard though possessed of a number of slaves, devoted his attention mostly to stock…One of his slaves, Mose, impatient for the promised freedom, ran away to Mexico to obtain it, but he soon wearied of "husks," and, returning voluntarily, surrendered himself to his old master, preferring slavery under Thompson's lenient rule to freedom in Mexico. 

The negroes soon became aware of the legal status of slavery in Mexican territory…Jim, one of McNeal's slaves, openly announced his determination to leave, and, acting on the impulse, threw down his hoe and started away. Pleasant McNeal, to whom he communicated his intention, ordered him to return to work, but Jim went on, whereupon Pleasant raised his rifle. "Jim," said he "if you don't come back I'll shoot you!" Jim, however, kept on and true to his threat McNeal shot him dead.”-Noah Smithwick
 

     In the Tejano ranching community, there were some variations in class structure, but on the frontier they had basically evolved into three classes:  Upper, Middle, Working classes.  The percentages were nearly identical to those of the United States.

1. Upper Class/Landowners/Landrones

Originally descendants from the Spanish nobility, by this time they were the large land owners that had either been granted land, or had inherited it through family ties.  Since they were the head of the ranch, and thus the head of the people that worked on it, these people were very similar to aristocrats or other titled people.  This was a VERY small percentage of the general population yet controlled most of the local power.  They usually held some sort of political position in the Mexican rule (acalde, judge, etc…) and had ties to Mexico.
  However their was a split between Centralists and Federalists within this class.  Within the traditional Mexican “militia” organization, these men would help outfit and provide mounts for the men and serve as officers.  They usually were up to the latest fashions from Mexico City.  

“There were no horses to be had, but we were directed to a wealthy old Mexican ranchero over on the Guadaloupe who had horses galor.”-Noah Smithwick

2. Middle Class 

There existed a small middle class within the Tejano communities of Tejas.  There were shopkeepers and owners, small farmers, and others associated with the middle class (as in the US).  However, the Tejano community was largely a ranching community.  Serving under the wealthy landowners were the ranch-hands that were held in high esteem by the local population.  They were known as vaqueros and prided themselves in their abilities on horseback.  Even though they may not have had the money that other middle class people had, they were looked up to by the lower class.
  Vaqueros wore a distinct type of outfit that was copied by other members of the middle class as well as some of the upper class.   

“Martin De Leon had settled his grant with Mexicans, most of them being his peons and vaqueros.

“The vaqueros rode in among them, carajoing and swinging their lariats, the horses reared and snorted, and we concluded walking would be pleasant pastime compared to riding such steeds.” -Noah Smithwick on obtaining some horses from a wealthy rancher

3. Lower Working Class/Peons

These were by far the largest percentage of the population.  They served in a variety of jobs (working on small farms, day laborers, cooks, tortilla makers, etc…).
  They were typically clothed in the bare essentials: white light trousers, shirt, hat, and sandals.  However, clothing variations did exists especially due to the types of employment the person might be in.  A low class individual may rise up to the middle class, if they obtained a good job or began working their way up on one of the large ranches as a vaquero.

“In spite of the abject poverty of the Mexican peons, they extracted a good deal of enjoyment from life. The men worked out in the hot sun all the week, with only thin cotton trousers on, and on Saturday night donned a shirt and went to the fandango perfectly happy if they had a few cents with which to buy a cup of mescal and a cigarette.”-Noah Smithwick
Types of People around Refugio
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      Refugio was located in one of the Irish colonies that had been established under the Mexican Immigration Laws of the 1820’s.  It was located in a prime spot near the San Antonio river near the coast which allowed it to receive many goods from New Orleans.  This was also one of the first towns that many immigrants passed through after getting off of their ships at Copano Bay.     

Many of the residents of Refugio were Recent Irish immigrants, or Irish or Irish descendants that had been living in the United States (especially in the New York area) and had decided to immigrate to Texas due to restrictions and prejudice that was beginning to arise in the US toward the Irish.  These people quickly found a home in Texas where their Catholic religion was accepted rather than despised.  Originally, they were staunchly pro-Mexico, but as Santa Anna continued to consolidate power, many wanted change if not out right independence.  However, many did not want to join the United States if independence was gained.

     The other large portion of the population came from the local Tejanos.  Many of these people had owned or worked the land in the area for generations.
  They were generally divided between Centralists (people that supported Santa Anna and a centralized government) and Federalists (people that wanted a return to the Constitution of 1824 and supported a government divided equally between state and federal powers).    

     The people which made up the Refugio Militia had a variety of jobs.  There were many ranchers and stock raisers especially among the Tejanos. Upper class Americans were generally large land owners with plantations.  Some farmers and shopkeepers existed among the middle class Americans and Irish immigrants, and blacksmiths and other semi skilled persons such as carpenters, and day laborers made up the lower class.   

Materials

     The materials that made the clothing of the people that lived in Texas were greatly varied.  There were two sources for clothing material during this period; either it could be purchased from a store, or it would be made by the family or individual.  Early settlers mention clothing made of buckskin, homespun, wool, cotton, linen, and linsey.
  These were materials that were easy to obtain, or make from available sources.  Early sources from the 1820’s indicate that there were very few looms or spinning wheels initially, and clothing was worn until reduced to rags and then replaced by leather.  Once colonization began in earnest crops of cotton and flax were grown, sheep were raised for their wool, and spinning wheels and looms were made or found their way into the colonies. Much of the clothing from the late 1820’s and early 1830’s (and even later depending on where one lived) was referred to as homespun and was usually of a course weave and simple colors.
 

     When towns began to grow and more items were imported, cloth on the bolt and ready made clothing straight from the United States or elsewhere would have been available at the local shops.  By this time the Industrial Revolution was in full swing (especially in the cloth industry) and many different materials and fabric could now be produced easily and at a lower price, which meant that prices for materials dropped allowing average Americans to procure material that they had been unable to afford before.  Roller printing had been developed, which had replaced the older, time consuming, and expensive block printing.  This form of printing was easier, and allowed for more elaborate prints to be made at a cheaper cost to the consumer, and since Texas is a costal land this allowed for trade with major cities such as New York and New Orleans.
  Therefore by the mid 1830’s the latest fashions, or materials could be brought into Texas without trouble.  However a person’s location and finances would still determine how much of these items they could obtain. 

“Miss Wilkins was an expert needlewoman and we old bachelors found much need of her services, almost all clothing then being made to order; consequently we felt that we had just cause of complaint against the alcalde when he selfishly appropriated our fair seamstress, leaving us with enough ready made clothing on our hands to stock a small clothing store.”

“The bridegroom, being a merchant, had on "store clothes," but that kind of apparel was not de rigueur. There were many homespun suits and the old reliable buckskin was also in evidence.” -Noah Smithwick speaking about an early wedding (ca. late 1820’s)

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL BE GIVEN A RATING SYSTEM AS TO HOW COMMON THEY PROBABLY WERE AMOUNG THE PEOPLE THAT MADE UP THE REFUGIO MILITIA.  THIS IS BY NO MEANS A FINAL SAY.  JUST A MEANS FOR NEWCOMMERS TO DETERMINE HOW COMMON AN ITEM MAY HAVE BEEN IN THE REGFUGIO AREA……

10-BEING VERY COMMON/UNIVERSAL
  5-SOME WOULD HAVE BEEN SEEN
 1-HARDLY ANY WOULD HAVE BEEN AROUND
Clothing Types

Headwear

     People of the early 19th century generally kept their heads covered while outdoors or in public.  There were several popular styles available to men during this period in Texas.  They type of hat that one wore was generally influenced by their status and job in the community.  

“Here a broad-brimmed sombrero overshadowed the military cap at its side; there a tall "beegum" rode familiarly beside a coonskin cap, with the tail hanging down behind, as all well regulated tails should do.”-Noah Smithwick

Forage Caps or Caps-6        
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    Description:   Generally made from cloth or oilskin, the wheel cap had become the head covering for young boys and men that were known as “mechanics” such as blacksmiths, carpenters, etc….  These hats slowly gained popularity with the general population.  The cap looks similar to a policeman’s dress cap.  It has a round two piece top, stiffened sides known as a band, and usually a leather “peaked” visor.  This type of head gear had been adopted by the US military in the 1820’s for field use.

     Materials: Oil Cloth, Wool, Jean Cloth, possibly other types of material

     Who Wore It:  Young boys, working men of the middle class, hunters, travelers, immigrants, and other lower class people.

Top Hats-4

     Description:  Top Hats (also known as stovepipes and beegums) were the dressy and stylish hat of men during the 1820’s, 30’s, and even into the 40’s.  They usually had a short 2-3 inch rolled and trimmed brim, with sides that were around 8-12 inches tall, with a slight bell near the crown.  

     Materials:  They were usually made of beaver fur that had been felted, sometimes silk, or other cheaper felts.  However, there were top hats of a beehive pattern that were made from straw, and seemed to be quite popular to wear in the summers during the day.  

     Who Wore It: Initially an item of dress for the upper class, the style was also worn by people of all classes, but of cheaper material and usually well worn or even patched.  

Planters Hats-4

     Description:  A planter’s hat was a style that had found favor in the southern aristocracy (thus the name).  It was generally a wide brimmed (4 inches or more) hat that offered protection from the sun, with a crown that belled out somewhat similar to a top hat.  These hats were of various colors, but usually of a lighter color due to the intense sun.
  Favorite colors included various shades of brown, gray, sometimes black, and possibly even white (at least when new).

     Materials:  Felted fur or sometimes beaver, also straw 

     Who Wore It: This type of hat was worn by many upper and middle class people in Texas due to the protection it offered from the sun.  It would have been virtually unknown to recent immigrants, as this style was generally seen in the U.S.    

“Slouch” Hats-7

     Description: The slouch hat was a simple wide brimmed hat, with a normal rounded or even flat crown.  There was no bell in the crown, and these hats were often shaped to the whims of the owners.  The brims could vary from a short 2 inches to 4 or even a little larger.  Popular colors were black and various shades of brown and they were usually made from a cheap fur felt.  They became known as slouch hats due to when they were exposed to rain and weather, the brims would often “slouch” or drape down.   
     Materials:  Cheap fur felt, or sometimes straw.

     Who Wore It:  These were widely worn by many lower class people.  They were relatively cheap, and offered the wearer protection from the rays of the Texas sun.
  After their initial head gear wore out, this would have been an item quickly adopted by new immigrants.  Vaqueros also wore a similar hat, but it generally had a flat crown which inclined inwards. 

Fur Hats-1

     Description:  It cannot be denied that there were fur hats being worn in Texas during the period we are reenacting.  Several period sources mention men with fur hats with tails attached.  They may have had a leather peaked visor attached to them, but rarely would a full face of a creature be displayed on them.  If a tail was attached, it would be attached to either the top of the cap or towards the back.

     Materials:  Varying types of furs, usually of small animals such as raccoon or “polecat”( skunk) or possibly even larger animals.

     Who Wore It:  Typically an item worn in cold or cool weather, this was an article that was worn by hunters or people of a “lower” social standing during cold weather.  Some reports say that Crockett may have worn one, but this was generally believed to be for his political campaigning, cold weather, or living up to his image.  Research your character before investing in one of these items.

     Period Descriptions:  

“During a visit to the home of Col. Bell, my head covering a fur cap which I had deposited on the floor beside my chair…”

“With a number of other men I was standing on the porch of Elisha Robins' boarding house when a grotesque figure surmounted by a coonskin cap sauntered slowly past the group”- Noah Smithwick

Another possible alternative would be a top hat not mentioned in this paper… 
Outer Garments

     Generally speaking, outer garments were usually worn at all times by any man with standing in the community or as a means to protect other clothing.  During this time, dark colors (black, brown, blue, green, maroon) tended to be more popular for dress outerwear, but light colors (beige, white, and other light tones) were not unknown especially in the hot Texas sun.  Sleeves were generally tight in the upper arm, and the cuffs extended down to the wearer’s knuckles.
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Frock Coat-3

      Description:  The frock coat was an item that had evolved from cold weather wear, to one of evening dress for the upper class elite.  Generally the coat had a shawl, also called a rolled or horse collar, with flared skirts (the area of the coat below the waist).  The sleeves could have a small “puff” on the upper portions at the shoulders.  This coat could be single or double breasted, and was made in a wide variety of materials and colors.  This type of coat had just begun to gain popularity among the wealthy in the States during the late 1820’s and early 1830’s.  By the 1840’s it would come into general use among the population.   

     Materials: Wool, linen, linsey, cotton, jean cloth, and very few out of buckskin (with a slight variation in tailoring and with little short fringe)

     Who Wore It:  This was a garment typically worn by Upper and a few Middle class American or European immigrants.  Finer examples were worn by the upper class.  Middle class examples would have been slightly lesser quality.  Some lower class individuals may have had access to these coats, but they would have been of much lesser quality unless an item of a hand-me-down nature.  

Period Descriptions:
From Washington Irving’s A Tour on the Prairie describing mounted ranges in 1832: “They were a heterogeneous crew; some in frock-coats made of green blankets, others in leathern hunting shirts…”-Washington Irving

Tail Coat-7
           Description:  The tailcoat was the everyday coat of the 1830’s.  Originally, an item of formal wear, it was now the standard coat of the day.  It usually featured a shawl, or horse, collar, and could be either single, or more commonly, double breasted.  The front of the coat terminated near the fall of the trousers and was cut straight across, then tapering into the distinctive tails which gave the garment its name (much like a tailed tuxedo today).  Typically the tails terminated near the back of the wearer’s knee.  Sometimes the sleeves at the shoulders had a slight “puff” to them.  These coats could be of a variety of colors (usually a dark tone), with black reserved for nighttime formal wear.  These coats were one of the items that were being pre-made (not tailored) for use by the general public.  Europeans often remarked that even the poorest American or Texian colonists wore this type of coat that was generally worn by European aristocrats.    
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     Materials: Wool, Linen, Linsey, jean cloth, or cotton

     Who Wore It:  Popular item of dress for men during the period.  Popular with American and European immigrants.  Quality varied according to the class of the wearer.

     Period Descriptions:
“As a rule, and umbrella, straw or felt hat,…cotton dress coat with tails, trousers with straps, white socks, fine patent-leather shoes that are partly without soles and have cut-out upper, a faithful horse, a long rifle, and one spur on the right foot are signs of an American.”-Steinert commenting on the dress in Texas

Coatee-6
     Description:  This type of outer garment was very similar to the tailcoat with the exception of the tails being shorter.  These types of coats found popularity with European immigrants as well as working class Texian colonists.

     Materials: Wool, Linen, Linsey, jean cloth, or cotton

     Who Wore It: Working Middle and lower class, as well as European immigrants.

Roundabout or Monkey Jacket-7 

     Description:  The roundabout or monkey jacket was a working man’s garment.  It offered the wearer a way in which to be “civilized” by wearing an outer garment yet did away with most of the extra tails or body that might inhibit a man going about a day’s labor.  The roundabout could have either a standing collar (more of a military look during this period)  or the shawl collar found on other garments.  The body of the roundabout was cut similar to the frock coat and tail coat.  However, the body terminated in a straight line all the way around at the wearer’s waist.  These types of coats where standard “fatigue” wear for most armies of the time.

     Materials: Wool, Linen, Linsey, jean cloth, cotton, or very few in buckskin

     Who Wore It: Working Middle Class and Lower Class.  These coats were also very popular with sailors of the period.  Military cast off’s may have been available since the army had adopted its use in the 1820’s for fatigue wear.  These were also popular garments for slaves, but these would have been at much lower quality.  Buckskin ones may have been worn by ranchers or people constantly riding through the brush, but fringe would have been minimal.  

     Period Descriptions: 

“(Burleson) wore a somewhat faded, blue home-spun round-jacket and pantaloons. He carried no sword or other arms, except a pair of small pistols in his belt.  Sherman had a much more trim and military appearance.  He wore a blue cloth round-jacket trimmed with silver lace, and a handsome dress sword suspended at his side.” –James Kuykendall describing Burleson and Sherman during the Runnaway Scrape

Vaquero’s Jacket  2 for Anglos and a  7  for Tejanos

     Description:  A variation of the roundabout was the vaquero jacket.  These jackets were very popular with Tejano ranchers and may have been adapted to some degree by Texians that were working closely with Tejano ranchers.  These jackets were very similar to the roundabout with the exception that many did not fully close in front, and may have had decorating ribbon or trim around the waist, jacket opening, and/or cuffs.  The cuffs were usually left open for ease of movement.  

     Materials:  These were usually constructed from wool or buckskin and had contrasting trim.

     Who Wore It:  An item usually associated with Mexican horsemen and ranchers.  It is possible a FEW Anglos or Texians may have adopted its use.

     Period Descriptions:
“Smith had on the Mexican courier’s fine suit of leather, all braided and fixed up in uniform style.  A broad Sombrero, a heavy bead band and trinkets attached, fine shoes and socks….”  The courier “had on Deaf Smith’s old ragged coat and ragged pants.” –Moses Bryan describing Deaf Smith.  Smith was probably wearing this captured clothing as to not be captured by Mexican scouts.
 

Hunting Frock-3

     Description:  The “classic” American garment of America’s pioneers on their journey westward.  At least that is what we think today, and perhaps (by the popularity of the garment during the period) the settler’s of Texas felt the same way.  The hunting frock, in its basic form, was similar to a shirt made large enough to cover other garments, with an opened front.  Attached to the neck and draping over the shoulders, was usually one or two capes with fringe.  Collars varied from a simple falling collar to a stand up collar found on shirts of the period. 

      Materials: The hunting frock 
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could be made from a variety of materials; including buckskin (with short self fringe), linen, cotton, jean cloth, and linsey.  They could also come in a variety of colors, sometimes having the fringe a contrasting color to the body of the garment.  

     Who Wore It:  Worn mostly by lower class American hunters. Typically viewed as a hunter’s garment, however wealthy or middle class American individuals going on hunts, as well as military service, would don this garment for its serviceability, distinct association with the American hunter, and the romanticism associated with it during the period (ie…Hunters of Kentucky, Leatherstockings, etc…).

     Period Descriptions:  

“The writer was resplendent in a brand new buckskin suit, consisting of hunting shirt, pantaloons and moccasins, all elaborately fringed.”-Noah Smithwick

“They opened a heavy fire, which wounded Buchanan in two more places slightly, and pierced Bowie’s hunting shirt in several places without doing him any injury.”-Rezin Bowie referring to their fight with Indians in 1832
.

Overshirts-6

     Description:  The bib overalls of the 18th and 19th centuries also sometimes called a hunting shirt.  This was a garment designed for a man at work.  It was generally constructed along the same lines as a shirt, except being roomier in order to fit over one’s clothes to protect them from the dirt, grime, blood, or other elements that would damage an outfit.  Popular with individuals that worked outdoors in both the United States and Europe, the overshirt was also a favorite item taken when in militia service.  

     Materials: These were often constructed from light wool, linen, linsey, or even cotton and could come in a variety of colors or checked patterns.  There are some references to ones made from leather, but these were generally located further away from the settled areas.

     Who Wore It:  Seems to have been a common garment for anyone doing manual labor outdoors, or performing hunting or military service.

Vest
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     The vest was an item worn under the primary outer garment, sometimes.  Not everyone would wear a vest under their coat, especially if the coat was buttoned up, the person was of low class, or the weather was very hot.  Generally speaking if a vest was worn, it would be with a frock coat or tailcoat, or sometimes under a roundabout.  However, VERY RARELY would a vest be worn without an outer garment.  Vests could vary from very bright colors, floral or checked patterns to plain color or simple woven patterns.  There were two popular (not saying ONLY two) styles of vests during the period.  

High or Standing Collar-4

Description:  This was an older style of vest that had come into vogue around the time of the War of 1812 and lasted through the 1820’s.  It was still being seen in some areas along the frontier and into Texas.  This vest had a high closure in the front that ended in a collar that stood up around the wearer’s neck.  

     Materials:  Wool, Jean cloth, Cotton, Linsey, and perhaps linen.  Since these were of an older patter, they tended to be of single colors or simple print.  

     Who Wore It:  Vests were usually worn by men of some means, or recent immigrants from Europe or the States.  However, these older styles may have been found on individuals of a lower class made out of cheaper material and being homemade.

Shawl Collar-7
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     Description:  This was the new fashions in vest coming in toward the end of the 1820’s and beginning of the 1830’s.  It had a lower closure in the front, usually consisting of around 5 buttons for a closure.  The vest allowed the man’s upper shirt (which by this time had pleating) to be seen.  The collar of the vest was what was known as a shawl collar or rolled collar.  

     Materials: Wool, Jean cloth, Cotton, Linsey, and perhaps linen.  Could be of a bright color and/or pattern. 
     Who Wore It:  With the Industrial Revolution, many men from different social levels could obtain a vest of this style either tailor made or pre made.  However, the quality and fit of the vest would be determined by the wealth of the individual.

Pants

Pants, trousers, pantaloons, etc… of this period had one of two closures, a broadfall and a narrow fall.  During this time the fly front was also coming into vogue, but it is hard to determine when it would have arrived in Texas (perhaps with immigrants arriving from Europe).  These are items that would have been worn by all men.  There are VERY few descriptions of men wearing the “breechclout” and “leggings” of the Native American culture.  These items would also have taken the most abuse, whether it was from riding, working, or walking through the terrain, most would have been patched or torn to some extent. 
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Trousers-9

     Description:  Trousers, or pantaloons, were the everyday leg wear for most people of Texas.  They were usually constructed with wide legs for ease of work and had a gathered seat with either fall front closure.  However some had tighter fitting legs (especially among upper class trousers).  These were made in a variety of colors, and checked patterns were known to be used as well.  
     Materials: wool, jean, linen, linsey, Russia sheeting, cotton canvas and some out of buckskin (once again with limited short fringe).

     Who Wore It: These were very common wear for everyone.  Material and tailoring were the factors that differentiated between the classes.

     Period Descriptions:  

“Milam's stature being near six feet, the pantaloons thus acquired were at least six inches too short and his sleeves ditto.”

“found that his only injury consisted in a sick stomach caused by a bullet striking and breaking a large Bowie knife which he carried stuck under the waistband of his pantaloons directly in front.” -Noah Smithwick on the Battle of Concepcion

Cossack Trouser-4

     Description:  Cossack trousers were another type of leg garment that was worn in the 1820’s but was still around in the 30’s and 40’s.  However, these tended to be more for people of higher class standings or recent European immigrants.  They were constructed similar to trousers, with the exception that the legs were more fitted, and they had a strap that passed under the instep of the wearer’s foot.  This could be fastened under the foot to keep the trouser legs in place while putting on boots, or they could be fastened under the instep of the shoe.  
     Materials:  wool, linen, cotton

     Who Wore It: Older men, recent immigrants, men of wealth

Calzoneras-1 for Anglos and a 6 for Tejanos

     Description:  Similar to trousers, the Calzoneras differed in having the outside of the leg seam opened.  This could be closed in several ways, either with buttons, ball and chain fasteners, or laced up.  Sometimes they had elaborate trim down the seams and hem in a contrasting color.  These were typically worn over white calzoncillos (loose underdrawers made of cotton either knee or ankle length) and the bota.  These were popular wear for Mexican ranchers and vaqueros.  These type of trousers were the mark of a Mexican horseman, and the “style” cam still be seen with the traditional mariachi singers.
     Materials: wool, cotton, leather

     Who Wore It: Mostly Mexican horsemen and ranchers.  Popular style among hispanics due to the association with the Mexican ranching tradition.  However, a VERY FEW Anglos may have adopted the style.

Breeches or Riding Breeches-2

     Description:  Breeches were an item that had generally been in fashion during the 18th century.  They were similar to trousers except that they terminated just below the knee and were more closely fitted.  The closure under the knee could be closed with buttons, a tie, or a buckle.  Both types of fall front closure would have been seen.  By this period, only older men or gentlemen (as part of a riding outfit with boots) would have worn these.  Tejanos had a similar garment that was worn by horsemen.  

     Materials: Wool, cotton, linen, and leather

     Who Wore It: Older men still clinging to the Revolutionary styles, and wealthy upper class men while riding or as part of a hunting outfit to be worn with boots.  

Leggings and Botas

     Description:  Leggings and botas were a type of lower leg covering, worn by ranchers, horsemen, and hunters.  The leggings were an item borrowed from the native American culture.  The simplest forms were a hide wrapped around the leg and having a seam sewn up the outside, leaving a flap.  This flap could be left as is, or be cut into short fringe.  It is very unlikely that the Plains Indian styles, with long twisted or braided fringe was ever worn by Texians during this time period.

     Botas were another type of leg covering favored by Mexican ranchers and horsemen.  These had probably evolved from the native American legging, but differed in that the bota would be strapped under the knee, and the upper portion of the leather would then be folded down to cover the area.  Some were very similar to leggings, differing in the fact that they were folded over, while others were made from thicker tooled leather and had buttons to secure the 2 flaps together.  These were generally worn under the calzoneras, showing where the leg had been unbuttoned.

     Materials: Generally made out of either buckskin or tooled leather, some leggings were made from wool. 

     Who wore it: These protective garments could have been worn by anyone while hunting, working outdoors, or campaigning.  The use of boots however, would make these items unnecessary.

Shirts-10

    Description:  Most shirts of this period were of a simple box cut pattern.  They were off the shoulder, and styles varied.  They could be plain, colored, striped, checked, with collar or without, with ruffles, plain, or pleated fronts, with a standing or a fall collar. White with standing collars and pleated fronts were formal wear.
    Materials: Cotton, Linen, light wool, linsey

    Who Wore It:  Nearly everyone wore a shirt as their primary undergarment.  The difference between classes was more of tailored shirts and material types and expense.     

Neckwear
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Most men of the period worse some sort of neckwear.  As you can see from the photo above(two button neck closure and standing collar), many shirts were made so that the person could wear either a stock or cravat.  These could be made in a variety of colors and materials.  These could be removed or loosened if performing heavy labor. 

“He was a sharp, spruce-looking buck who might be more readily taken for a country beau than for an ambassador of God.  His cravat, thick, and lofty, was tied not tastily and neatly, but in the manner of the latest fashion, while his shirt collar, running to a fine point ,projected up to his eyes like the horns of the new moon, and showing under his ears…”- Mirabeau B. Lamar describing a Methodist preacher in 1835

Cravat-8

Description:  The cravat was the neckwear of men during the time period, almost like a necktie today, but more common.  It was essentially a piece of cloth 3-6 inches wide, and up to 40 inches long, that would be wrapped around the neck and tied in a variety of ways in the front.  This type of neckwear was worn by lower and middle class working people tied in variety of ways.  Upper class men also wore these and took great pains in making sure that the tie was in accordance with their status as social elites.  The materials varied greatly.  The cravat could also be as simple as rolling a handkerchief up and tying it around the neck. 

     Materials:  Typically light materials such as silk, cotton, or linen

     Who Wore It:  Most men of the period.  The way in which it was tied and the quality of the material were usually the variables depending on one’s status and wealth.  Upper class gentlemen went to great lengths to ensure that their cravats were tied correctly.  

Stock-4

     Description:  The stock was another type of neckwear that came in a variety of materials and styles.  The stock was meant to simulate the cravat, but it buttoned, or hooked together at the back of the wearer’s neck.  Some had bows pre-tied onto the front of them.  This was very similar to today’s clip on tie.

     Materials: Stiffened silk, cotton, linen, and a few in leather

     Who Wore It:  Middle class shop owners/keepers and a few lower class.

Footwear

While going barefoot was somewhat common among country folk and children as well as being a possibility on campaign (shoes lost or worn out), most people would wear some sort of foot wear even if they were worn out or the wrong size.  Several period sources describe individuals that had cut portions of the tops, sides, or fronts of their shoes to allow their foot and toes room.  There were several styles that a person could wear. 

These are the most prevalent. 
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Shoes/Brogans-7

     Description: The most common form of footwear during the 1820’s and 30’s was the straight-lasted (no right or left shoe…they are both the same), ankle high brogan.  There were several variations to this type of shoe.  Most had 3-4 sets of lacing, with the soles being constructed from leather.  The soles were either sewn or pegged.  Toes were either round or squared.  Some even had buckles across the uppers for fitting.   

     Materials: leather  The leather could either be smooth or rough side out, and could be either black or brown. 

     Who Wore It:  These were generally worn by all types of people, of course class and status would effect the construction, wear, and finish.

     Period Descriptions:  

“There were some of the boys, however, who were not provided with shoes, and moccasins were not adapted to that kind of dancing floor, and moreover they couldn't make noise enough, but their more fortunate brethren were not at all selfish or disposed to put on airs, so, when they had danced a turn, they generously exchanged footgear with the moccasined contingent and gave them the ring.”

“After Dickerson fell asleep, Mc softly arose and stealing the hat and shoes from under his companion's head he carried them, together with his own, a little way aside and hid them in the high grass.”-Noah Smithwick
 
Boots-4

     Description: Generally worn by horsemen or upper-class gentlemen, boots were an alternative to brogans.  They were either round or square toed and made from a variety of leather.  Most appear to have been constructed with the smooth side out.  There are several variations to the tops (area around the knee).  Tops could be turned down, or cut in a variety of ways (flat across the top, or with a tab that would protect the knee).  Boots also varied in length.  Some went to the knees while others only to the calves.   
     Materials:  Generally constructed of leather from several sources.  Brown or Black (most popular)

     Who Wore It: Ranch hands, horsemen, upper class

     Period Descriptions:

 “Boots being an unknown quantity; some wore shoes and some moccasins.”-Noah Smithwick

Even though just a little after our period: “boots with short red tops…laced and folded down in such a way as to reach but a little above the ankle, and were finished at the heels with silver spurs.  The spurs were, of course, a useless adornment, but they were in those days so commonly worn as to seem almost a part of the boots.”-Francis Lubbock recalling Sam Houston at the 1837 San Jacinto Ball.
  
Moccasins-4

     Description:  Moccasins were originally made and worn by the Native Americans.  However, due to the ease of construction, and their versatility, many Texians and Tejanos adopted this traditional type of footwear.  These were an item that was widely worn, and many early narratives mention people wearing moccasins.  There were many variations to this simple footwear, and style probably depended on what the maker was most familiar with (Center Seam, Side Seam, or pucker toe).  However, fringe was rarely seen on moccasins worn by Anglos, European immigrants, or Tejanos.
     Materials:  Buckskin, Indian tanned leather, even raw hides (under extreme circumstances)
     Who Wore It: Native Americans, Texians (poor or on campaign), Tejanos (usually a hard-soled variation) 

     Period Descriptions:  See description under Brogans.  

 “McGeary and a stranger one day rode up, their feet encased in moccasins and their heads covered with rude caps made of a green deerskin”-Noah Smithwick
.
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Modern Reenactor’s Color Photos
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Planters hat, shawl collared vest, and black cravat around wearer’s neck.

[image: image3.jpg]



Shawl Collared Vest, simple cravat, and checked shirt
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Wheel Cap
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Roundabout
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Worn-down top hat and linsey overshirt
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Planter’s hat, Frock Coat, Shawl Collared vest trousers, and brogans.
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Coatee and trousers of Jean cloth

Shawl colar vest and

wheel cap
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Top Hat, Roundabout, high collar vest, and fly front trousers
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(Left)Hunting Frock with straw hat

(Middle)Slouch hat, tailcoat, Cossack trousers

(End)Straw top hat, vest, trousers
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Top hat, pre-tied stock, high collar vest, and roundabout

Vendor’s List for 1820’s and 30’s clothing

Just a note about purchasing items.  Some items are going to seem expensive.  However, it has been my experience that you get what you pay for.  It is better to lay out the initial expense, rather than having to purchase an item twice (due to poor manufacturing).  Also check with a member before ordering anything.  For one, someone may have the item and sell it to you for a cheaper cost, and secondly to ensure that you are getting the right item.  There are also members of the unit that may be able to construct certain garments for you.  Also remember that clothing was tailored to fit differently than clothes today (ex: sleeves were tight on some articles, the waist was near your navel, etc…).  

· Blockade Runner-Carries Civil War gear.  However some items are OK for our period.  CHECK WITH A MEMBER BEFORE ORDERING  http://www.blockaderunner.com/
· Clearwater Hat Company- Great Hats   http://www.clearwaterhats.com/
· Custom Vestments-Company owned and operated by Josef Kleffman and Su Miller.  They do a superb job.  Custom tailoring at the right price.  Joe is also a member of the unit.  If it is a clothing item he can make it. 

·  http://www.customvestments.com/   

· Dirty Billy’s Hats-Customer service is not all that, but they make pretty good hats.  Takes a while.  http://www.dirtybillyshats.com/

· Just Sara- Economy based clothing to help get started.  She does mostly 18th century, but can doe 19th century trousers     justsara@up.net
· Missouri Boot and Shoe Company-Period footwear.

· http://www.missouribootandshoe.com/index.asp
· Steve Abolt The Alleghany Arsenal-Steve does not have a website, but you can contact him through his email.  Does excellent work.      ‎ sacbg7@lynchburg 
· Tim Bender Hats-Quality period hats, and a really great guy to work with.

· http://www.benderhats.com/

Weapons Guidelines for the Refugio Militia



Historical Overview


Documenting the exact weapons used by the soldiers of the Texas Revolution is no easy task.  There are many questions and the answers might never be found.  Most primary sources that deal with the topic mention only “muskets” or “rifles.” There is very seldom any mention of the origin or model of the weapons being described.  The reenactor’s challenge then, is to bridge the gap between historical evidence and real life.  In the field, we have to carry some type of weapon, but the decision to carry that weapon should be as informed as possible.  Therefore, it’s the goal of this essay to provide at least an introduction to what research has been done on Texian weaponry so that our impressions might be as accurate as possible—hopefully without boring you, the unsuspecting reader, to death.  


All experienced reenactors have been swarmed by wayward souls of the General Public and asked “what kind of gun is that?”  But when you consider your impression, the question should not be just be “what kind of gun?” but also “why would I carry this type of gun?” and “how did I acquire it?”  The last two questions can only be answered by first determining which types of weapons were available, and whether or not they were used.


The Refugio Militia was an unusual group of men for 1830s Texas.  Many had emigrated from the United States, but most were Irish born.  They were generally not the Scotch-Irish immigrants who made up the bulk of Texian soldiers.  Most were not land-seeking adventurers, but rather farmers and ranchers who were already established in Refugio and Victoria counties. As Militia they would have supplied their own weapons initially, but that does not mean that they would have carried the same type of weapon through the whole war.


As far as weapons are concerned, the Texas Revolution can generally be divided into two parts.  The first, from about September 1835 to December 1836, was fought mainly by Texas colonists who supplied their own weapons. The early battles of the war, such as the Taking of La Bahia, Gonzales, and Conception, were fought by local men armed principally with rifles and shotguns.  As the war progressed, however, this situation changed.  Despite the antipathy of most Americans toward the Regular Army, the Texian government made a considerable effort to field a well-trained and well-equipped fighting force.  To a limited degree, it succeeded.  By the winter of 1835-36, contact with the Mexican Army, combined with the importation of military arms from the United States meant that the Texan soldier had ample opportunity to ditch his rifle for a musket.  Evidence suggests that by late February 1836, Texian soldiers carried far more muskets than was previously thought.  If the men at the Alamo, Goliad and San Jacinto did not carry muskets, they did so by choice.  This leaves the door open to a number of possible interpretations for you to consider.


When the Refugio Militia took part in the Taking of La Bahia in October of 1835, they were most likely armed with whatever they had on their ranches and farms.  This means that they probably had either a rifle or shotgun.  In July 1835, Martín Perfecto de Cós noted that many residents of Texas had weapons for hunting and Indian defense.  When called out for militia duty, these weapons were readily available.  Before taking La Bahia, some of Collinsworth’s militiamen were actually issued single or double barreled shotguns when they left Matagorda.  It is also possible that Refugio men carried Spanish or British muskets issued to them as members of the Coahuila and Texas militia.  An order given to Domingo de Ugartechea in the summer of 1835 to confiscate the “surplus armament of the Civil Militia,” indicates that military weapons did exist in Texas.  However, most Refugio residents did not arrive in Texas until 1834.  The state treasury was notorious for always being empty, so it’s hard to say just how much was given to Refugio in such a short time.


Once they captured Presidio La Bahia, Collinsworth’s command took almost 200 muskets and somewhere around 300-400 bayonets.  These were probably British India Pattern, as that was the principle weapon of the Mexican army.  If these were in working order, they were most likely issued to the men.  The militia continued at Goliad under Philip Dimmitt’s command until January when they disbanded.  They reformed in February at Refugio and went back to Goliad.  James Fannin, their new commander, had bought 625 muskets and bayonets (probably American) with the intention of distributing them to the soldiers under his command.  Fannin wanted his soldiers to be well-drilled and armed with military weapons.  The fact that Fannin’s men were able to hold a square at the battle of Coleto Creek suggests that many were indeed armed with muskets since only a musket and bayonet could have held off the Mexican Dragoons.  However, some of Fannin’s American volunteers had bought their own rifles when they arrived in Texas, and there is no evidence that Fannin confiscated them in order to issue muskets.  Doubtless, some carried their rifles when they left Fort Defiance in March 1836.  History is not science, but evidence points to the conclusion that even if some of Fannin’s men had rifles, the majority carried muskets.  The Refugio militia should stick to that interpretation for late-war impressions.


Ultimately, the final decision on which weapon you carry rests on your own knowledge of the person you portray.  The question comes down to practicality versus ideology.  Muskets are military weapons that were designed for combat.  However, many Americans did not like the regular army and considered civilian arms the only proper weapons for militia duty.  Was your militiaman the type of person who regarded the musket as a weapon “fit only for hirelings?” Did he regarded the Regular Army as the tool of despots, and would he have valued his ability, as a free man, to pick off enemy soldiers at 300 yards with his rifle? Many men in the Texas Revolution fit this description.  Or would he have valued the practical aspects of the musket, which was designed for battle, is far more reliable, easier to clean, and has a bayonet?  The men who shipped in thousands of muskets for the Texian war effort clearly thought it was a better choice.  In the 1830s, just as today, not all guns are created for the same purpose.  You could kill some one with your 30.06 or 12 gauge if you had to, but the American military will still issue you an M4 when you join up.

Specific Weapons and their Availability 


The weapons below are graded on a scale of 1-10 on historical availability and reliability; 1 being low and 10 being high. This rating is of course, subjective, so please ask the opinions of others before spending between $500 and $1,200 of your hard-earned money.

NOTE ON MUSKET SUPPLIERS:


The two main suppliers for muskets are Pedersoli, an Italian company, and Indian-made muskets.  Each has their advantage. Pedersoli muskets are very expensive, but are well-made and ready to use when you buy them.  Some have been known to have a soft battery, but this can be fixed without great expense. 


The Indian muskets’ greatest virtues are their hardened batteries and their price—around half as much as the Italian guns.  They do, however, require some work when you get them.  The barrels look like they’ve been chromed, and the lacquer on the stock is not correct for the period.  Both of these can be fixed in a garage over a weekend.  Also, on occasion, the lock on the weapon is defective, but the vender will switch your musket out with another one if the situation is dealt with promptly.  Finally, the stocks on the Indian-made American muskets are not cut correctly—they don’t look right, especially in the small of the stock and the butt.  However, this is not a problem with their British guns.

Muskets 

A variety of muskets were available in Texas during the war.  The Mexican Army was armed with British surplus (mostly India Pattern), while the majority of arms that were shipped from the United States were probably US Army surplus.

The British India Pattern (3rd Model Brown Bess)
Availability: 8 / Reliability: 7
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After 1793, the British Army adopted this version as its standard issue. The .75 caliber, 3nd Model Bess is reliable and sturdy.  Its one drawback is that the barrel is held in place by pins, making it somewhat difficult to disassemble. A piece of wire coat hanger can be used to drive them out, but the process is kind of annoying.  Still, it’s a great gun.

This model was used by the British at the Battle of New Orleans and by the Mexican Army during the Texas Revolution.  Some shipments of arms from New Orleans also probably carried this weapon.


Supplers:



Middlesex Village Trading Companie (Indian) -- 
$475.00



Military Heritage (Indian) --



$449.00

The British Short Land Pattern (2nd Model Brown Bess)
Availability: 5 / Reliability: [image: image53.jpg]
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Used by the British Army during the American Revolution, the 2nd Model Bess is virtually the same as the India Pattern above except for being a bit longer.



Suppliers:



Pedersoli (Italian) --

$1,100.00



Military Heritage (Indian) --
$559.00

US Model 1795 Springfield
Availability: 7 / Reliability: 7
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This was the first weapon manufactured in the United States following the American Revolution; it’s based off the French Charleville design and is .69 caliber.  Unlike the British muskets, the US models have barrel bands, which make it very easy to disassemble, and the hammer jaws have teeth, making it easy to keep the flint attached.  During the war, John Wharton, one the Texas agents in New Orleans, procured 440 “US Muskets” for the war effort (see endnote 2). It is very likely that the shipment contained either this model, or the 1816 Springfield listed below.


Suppliers:



Pedersoli (Italian) --

$1,250.00



Military Heritage (Indian) --
$589.00

US Model 1816 Springfield
Availability: 8 / Reliability: [image: image54.jpg]
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Practically identical to the 1795 model except for the re-designed butt, barrel band springs, lock, and trigger guard.  These were used by both the Mexican and US armies and would have been very common.


Suppliers:



Pedersoli (Italian)--




$1,595.00



Middlesex Village Trading Companie (Indian) --
$595.00

Spanish Model 1757 Musket
Availability: 3 / Reliability: 7
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Archeological evidence has determined that at least some Spanish muskets were still available in Texas during the Revolution and were left over from the Colonial period.  Apart from the 1757 model, Spain also produced the Model 1791, which had a miquelet lock, rather than a normal flintlock.  It is certainly probable that both saw some use in the Texas Revolution.  These weapons are highly underrepresented at reenactments; there should be more of them, but they’re expensive.


Supplier:



The Rifle Shoppe (American) --
$2,000 at the minimum. Call for a 








quote.

Rifles

Along with muskets, many types of rifles were also available to the soldiers of the Texas Revolution.  Most were civilian hunting guns, but both the American and British militaries had produced combat rifles by the 1830s.

Typical American Long Rifle
Availability: 7 / Reliability: 5
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This highly diverse class of rifle ranged from the very plain to the highly ornate.  Typically between .45 and .54 caliber, these rifles were legendary in their own time for accuracy and as the symbol of the backwoodsman.  Many of these were available in Texas and many were used by men in the Texas Revolution.  They were, however, not designed for combat.  As hunting tools, they were never meant to fire more than two or three shots in a row.  After this, they typically misfire and need field cleaning. Without a bayonet, the soldier was vulnerable to dragoons and musket men in close combat.  If Crocket had carried a musket, he wouldn’t have needed to swing Ol’ Betsy like a club. Still, when fighting the agents of tyranny, some men would carry no other longarm.  Many reproductions of these rifles are mass produced, but the originals were custom-made by gunsmiths.  Custom-made repros are available, but are rather pricy. 


Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$500-700



Dixie Gun Works--



$500-900



Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-5,000

Percussion Lock Long Rifle
Availability: 2 / Reliability: 9
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Percussion Lock technology was available in 1836, but it was not nearly as prevalent as the flint lock.  If you are portraying a man of means, a percussion rifle is probably alright.  However, the average man could not afford it.


Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$500-700



Dixie Gun Works--



$500-900



Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-5,000

US Model 1803 Harper’s Ferry Rifle
Availability: 2 / Reliability: 6
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Around 15,000 of these were produced by the US Army by 1820.  Although it does not appear that any of these were imported specifically for the Revolution, it is possible that these were among the “rifles” often bought by men coming into Texas.


Suppler:



Dixie Gun Works--

$995.00

British Model 1806 Baker Rifle
Availability: 4 / Reliability: 6
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Developed for light infantry (as opposed to line infantry, which used muskets), the Baker rifle was issued to Mexican Cazadores.  These were not as common as muskets in the Mexican Army, but they would have been available, and it is probable that a limited number of the Texan soldiers carried them by early 1836.


Suppliers:



Middlesex Village Trading Companie (Indian) --
$475.00



Military Heritage (Indian) --



$539.00


The Rifle Shoppe (American) --


Call for a quote

Fowlers

Availability: 8 for flint, 2 for percussion / Reliability: 6 for flint, 9 for percussion

Just like today’s shotguns, 19th Century shotguns varied greatly and came in either single or double barreled versions.  They are highly versatile, and were widely used.  Like the rifle, they were not designed for battle.  In hand-to-hand combat, they would have been shot once and then dropped in favor of a tomahawk and knife.
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As with the rifles, the flintlock versus percussion distinction exists with these as well.  Mirabeau B. Lamar owned a double-barreled percussion shotgun, but he was friggin’ Mirabeau B. Lamar. The man you’re portraying was probably a rancher.  William Travis’s double-barreled shotgun was most likely flintlock.  Reproductions of shotguns like the one Travis carried, however, are nearly impossible to obtain.  Single-barreled flintlocks can be bought for around the cost of a musket.


Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$750-1,500



Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-3,000

Pistols

Unlike the Regular Army, militiamen tended to carry as many weapons as they could.  It is perfectly acceptable to carry a pistol when in the ranks.  There were a variety of pistols available in Texas—both military and civilian.

Kentucky Pistol
Availability: 6 / Reliability: 6
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These came in a variety of styles, but the basic look is the same.  As a rifled pistol, it is simple, reliable, and would have been found all over the American south in the 1830s.  


Suppliers:



Pedersoli--




$350-450



Track of the Wolf--



$1,000-2,000

US Model 1805 Harper’s Ferry Pistol
Availability: 3 / Reliability: 6
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This was the first pistol manufactured for the US Army and might have found its way into Texas for the Revolution.  It is rifled and .58 caliber.  


Supplier:



Pedersoli--
$495.00

Ketland Trade Pistol
Availability: 7 / Reliability: 6
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This .60 caliber smoothbore was manufactured in England in the late 18th and early 19th centuries and was quite popular. This model, or something quite similar to it, would have been very prevalent in 1830s America.


Supplier



Middlesex Village Trading Companie--
$299

British Heavy Dragoon Pistol
Availability: 2 / Reliability: 7
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Made for heavy cavalry, this sidearm was used during the American Revolution and was replaced by the 1796 model.  The picture is deceiving—it’s a big gun.  The barrel alone is 12” and it’s .62 caliber.  The British Army also made a smaller model for light dragoons, which is available from the suppliers listed below.


Suppliers



Middlesex Village Trading Companie-- 
$275 (heavy); $299 (light)



Military Heritage--



$268 (heavy); $289 (light)

British New Land Pattern Pistol

Availability: 5/ Reliability: 7
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Developed for cavalry use during the Napoleonic Wars, this .62 caliber gun came into action in the early 19th Century, and was used by the British in the War of 1812.


Supplier:



Military Heritage--



$289

Miscellaneous Weapons

Bayonets
Availability: 6
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Attaches easily to the end of your musket for enhanced pleasure during combat.  

Also handy as a candle stick.  Bayonets are never fixed during a battle reenactment, but they were considered an essential part of 18th and early 19th century war.  If you buy one make sure that it was designed for the make and model of your musket.  The Pedersolis and Indian guns are not made the same way and neither are their bayonets.  Prices also vary, but Middlesex Village includes a bayonet when you order a musket.


Suppliers:



Middlesex Village Trading Companie



Military Heritage 



Pedersoli

Tomahawks
Availability: 8

[image: image57.jpg]



Practical and light, tomahawks were very common in the 19th Century.  They can be easily carried in your belt, and also come in handy for hammering tent stakes at events.  When carried in the field, they should be covered by a sheath, which is also available from the suppliers below.

Suppliers:



Dixie Gun Works--

$30-60



Jas. Townsend & Son--
$30-60



Smoke and Fire--

$30-50



G. Gedney Godwin & Co--
$30-45

Belt Knives and Bowie Knives
Availability: 9
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Belt knives were practical tools for cutting patches or cooking, but could also be used in close combat.  Bowies were distinctive for their false edge and larger-than-average size.  Bowies were considered weapons while a belt knife was multi-purpose.  Many 19th Century knives were made out of old files, and both of these styles were very widespread in 1830s Texas.  At reenactments, knives must have sheaths.


Suppliers



Dixie Gun Works--

$30-40 (belt); $35-350 (Bowie)



Jas. Townsend & Son--
$30-60 (belt)



Smoke and Fire--

$30-60 (belt)



Track of the Wolf--

$30-65 (belt); $50-200 (Bowie)

Helpful Tools for Your Weapon

Flashguards
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All men in the Refugio Militia carrying flintlocks must have a flashguard.  This is not negotiable.  It’s not expensive, it’s relatively easy to put on your weapon, and it keeps the blast from your vent from burning the face of the guy next to you. You can also make one pretty easily if you want to. A main-spring vice listed below is really handy for attaching this to your lock.  Flashguards vary in size according to the type of gun you have.


Suppliers:



Jas. Townsend & Son—
$7.50



G. Gedney Godwin--

$4.00



Dixie Gun Works--

$6.50-9.50

Hammer Stalls
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These are for safety purposes and fit over the battery of your gun to prevent it from sparking when you don’t want the gun to go off.  You should have one.


Suppliers:




G. Gedney Godwin--

$4.50

Gun Flints
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Without these, your weapon is just a stick with a tube on it…

Not all flints are created equal.  A good flint has a sharp edge, easily fits between the jaws of your cock, and does not move when you screw it down tightly.  If you can’t close your pan at half-cock, your flint is too big; if the flint doesn’t scrape between 60-70% of the battery when you pull the trigger, it’s too small.  If you’re ever at an event with sutlers, you can sort through their flints yourself.  Otherwise you’ll get a bag of whatever they send you.  The price of flints depends on what size you need.  Rifles usually take ½ and ¾ inch flint, and muskets take a 1 inch or 1 ¼ inch flint.


Suppliers:



Track of the Wolf



G. Gedney Godwin & Co



Dixie Gun Works

Flint Wallet
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This is really handy for carrying extra flints.  


Suppliers:



Track of the Wolf--

$9.95




G. Gedney Godwin & Co--
$19.95

Cleaning Worm
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These little things are really handy for field cleaning your musket.  Just make sure it’s fitted for your ramrod before you buy it!


Suppliers:



Track of the Wolf--

        $8.95




    G. Gedney Godwin & Co--

$14.50

Musket tool
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Musket tools come in a variety of shapes and sizes.  Some are more complex than the one shown and have more accessories, but a tool is really useful for tightening the top-jaw screw on your lock and picking the vent if it 



        

         fouls.







Suppliers:








Track of the Wolf--

$29.99








G. Gedney Godwin & Co--
$8.00-9.00

Ramrod Puller
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When you get your rammer stuck down the barrel while cleaning your gun, these things are worth every penny.  Trust me; you will get you rammer stuck at least once in your life.




Supplier:





Jas Townsend & Son--$25.00

Mainspring Vise
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Once you buy one, you won’t be sure how you ever took care of your gun without it.  Makes disassembling the lock very easy.


Supplier: Track of the Wolf--$10.00-20.00

Suppliers and How to Find them

Dixie Gun Works—a great source for Pedersolis


http://www.dixiegunworks.com/
G. Gedney Godwin, The Sutler of Mount Misery


http://www.gggodwin.com
Jas. Townsend & Son


http://jas-townsend.com/
Middlesex Village Trading Companie—a great source for Indian muskets


http://www.middlesexvillagetrading.com/
Military Heritage—Because they’re Canadian, their guns come without the vent drilled.


http://www.militaryheritage.com/
The Rifle Shop


http://therifleshoppe.com/
Smoke and Fire Company


http://www.smoke-fire.com/
Track of the Wolf


http://www.trackofthewolf.com
Andrew Gray

1st Sgt, Refugio Militia

30 September 2008
Accoutrements Guidelines for the Refugio Militia

By Sean Carney

Figuring out what colonists, militiamen, and soldiers carried with them at the time of the Texas War for Independence (besides their firearms) can be maddeningly difficult; most of what interests us as historical reenactors they took for granted.  Diarists back then didn’t write down things like ‘I picked up my Model 1803 cartridge box which contained my Thomas Pickering tool, my homemade pick and whisk, etc., etc.’; it was far too boring and pointless.  Hence, we (the reenacting community) has had to piece together a portrait of what they carried from what was available on the military surplus market, bills of sale, artifacts, paintings, and such. Accordingly, the purpose of this pamphlet is not to be the last word on all the possible accoutrements that could be found (or used) during the 1820-40 time frame.  We are simply trying to lay some groundwork so that someone new to the hobby has something to go off of and hit on only the essentials you will most likely need.  If you have any questions about whether or not something you are about to buy looks right for what we portray, by all means ask a member.  If he (or she) doesn’t know, they’ll at least know which person you should talk to.


You can be dressed to the nines and be carrying the worlds most reliable firelock, but if you’re not carrying some of these things you’ll be about as effective as a cheese grater.  Everything they carried had purpose, so it pays to pay attention to what they carried.

Feeding your firelock

The Hunting bag / Cartridge box


Flintlock muskets, fowlers, pistols and rifles are absolutely useless without one of these items.  These items carried all the gear necessary to ‘feed’ a flintlock.  


Whichever you eventually choose to carry, you need to make certain that it has a heavy leather flap that will automatically fall closed no matter what.  This will keep the odd stray spark from igniting your ready cartridges and ruining your day.

The hunting bag
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A hunting bag was simply a leather or cloth pouch either strapped across your waist or over your shoulder that held everything you needed to shoot your weapon.  Due to safety concerns, don’t use the cloth varieties because cloth holds a spark a lot better than leather does and this is what is going to carry your cartridges.  They were mainly used by civilians.  They could be made anywhere from dirt simple to very refined with a lot of artistry.  The earliest versions were quite large (there is one in the old California governors villa that measures 14” X 20”)  because a hunter might be a field for months, but by our time period they were becoming much smaller because town or ranch folk would not be ‘in the wild’ for such long periods of time.  These can measure as small as 6” X 6”.  If your persona is a market hunter a large bag would make sense, but a rancher or man from a town would have a less cumbersome smaller bag.

The cartridge box

 
Cartridge boxes are the military version of the hunting bag.  They were always made of heavy leather, and held a wooden or tin block directly under the main flap to hold pre-rolled paper cartridges.  Under this block was a space to hold tools, cleaning gear, oil flasks, ball molds, and the like to keep the firearm in working order.  They were no rarity during our time period.  Some had been issued by the Mexican government to the local militias before the war, some were spoils of war, and some were brought over by colonists with prior militia experience.  There were, however, many different styles and makes owing to how they were procured (both by the government and local colonies) and the local history.  Cartridge boxes from Britain and the United States seem to have been the norm, but French and even some Spanish leftovers from the fighting in 1814 sometimes showed up.

U.S. types
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Pattern of 1808 Cartridge Box 

The U.S. cartridge box was designed for twenty six .69 caliber paper cartridges that were carried in a pre-drilled wooden block.  There is a bottom insert, tin, for carrying gun flints, and is accessible through a small flap on the pouch front.

Pattern of 1828 Cartridge Box 
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Exactly the same as the 1808, except this one had a eagle embossed on the main flap.  

British types

Prior to 1784 there wasn't a standard for a British army cartridge pouch, so the 3 most common types were the 26 hole box, the 29 hole box, and the ‘Rawles’ box.  All were surplussed when the British 1804 cartridge box came on line.  Unfortunately, the bills of sale for these surplus items I’ve seen don’t include what type they are. 
26 hole box

A leather shoulder box that carried 26 rounds; what else need be said? 

29 hole box
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Ditto here, but for 29 rounds.  

1777 "Rawles" cartridge box
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The Rawles cartridge box was designed for thirty six .75 caliber paper cartridges that were carried in a two sided pre-drilled wooden block.  A flap and strap cover the lower 18 cartridges; then the first 18 are gone, a pull of the upper end of the strap lifts out the block so it can be reversed in the pouch.

French types

Model of 1767 
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These are sometimes called the "Lafayette" Box because numbers of them were given to the American Army by him during the Revolution.  The cartridge box is made from heavy black leather, with a pigtail holding the flap down. An additional pocket is located beneath the main flap. Inside is a tinned tray, and wood bock with 3/4" holes for six cartridges and two cavities for spare cartridges.


Spanish types
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The Spanish cartridge box was designed for nineteen caliber .75 paper cartridges. It was what is known as a belly box, and was worn to the front and buckled to the back.  Many cartridge boxes issued to frontier soldiers had the arms of Spain embossed on the front flap. One such specimen is in the collection of the Los Angeles County Museum.

Cartridge Box Slings
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Each over the shoulder cartridge box had one, and it’s color depended on where it was originally manufactured.  This is no hard, fast rule because since most cartridge boxes were military surplus, they sometimes had to be replaced in the field due to wear.

Useful items for your bag or box

Besides keeping your cartridges dry and ready for use, your bag or box should have some of these items to keep your firelock well fed and happy.

Pick and whisk

[image: image74.jpg]


This item is a must have.  The pick and whisk are usually found dangling from a buttonhole or the strap of the hunting bag or cartridge box.  I have not found out whether or not brass bristles were actually used during the time period we represent, but I do know they are much more effective than the boar bristle you usually find.

Musket tools
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This tool is a must have; it is the bare minimum of what you need to keep the lock in  your firelock functioning.  Musket tools come in a variety of shapes and sizes; this one is called a Pickering tool.  Some are more complex and have more accessories, but a tool is really useful for tightening the top-jaw screw on your lock and picking the vent to clear after a few shots have fouled it shut.

Spring vises
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Spring vices are not absolutely necessary for your firelock, but these things are priceless when it comes to keeping the lock clean and in working order.  They can turn a half hour job into a 5 minute job.  Get one when you can.
Knapping hammers
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Sometimes these are built into your musket tool, but if not you’ll need one for keeping the flint sharp on your firelock.

Tow and Tow worm and/or jags

Depending on whether or not you have a musket or a rifle, you will need one of these.  They are most definitely a must have item
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These little things are really handy for field cleaning your musket, and they’re more correct for the period we are trying to portray.  Try to make sure it’s fitted for your ramrod and barrel caliber before you buy it!
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These little beauties (called jags) may or may not be period correct, but they make quick work of a filthy barrel.  You need one that fits the gauge of your barrel, and, of course, fits the threads of your ramrod.

Oil flask
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Again, not really necessary, but you will need oil to keep your firelock in working order and one of these will keep you from having to explain to the public why you have a plastic oil container while you are cleaning your weapon up.  Do try to find one with a cork instead of the metal and o-ring version like we’ve shown.  Make triple sure it doesn’t leak before you put it into your box or bag.

Ramrod Puller

[image: image81.jpg]


When you get your rammer stuck down the barrel while cleaning your gun (and it will happen) these things are worth every penny.

The powder flask / horn


In order to fire the flintlock, you must have powder.   In order to keep the powder dry and carry it from place to place some clever soul discovered that horns would do the trick.  The horn was scraped clean, the tip was cut off and drilled out, and a wooden plug was inserted into the base and held in place with anything from iron brads to thorns.  A wooden plug was put in the tip, a strap attached, and you had a mostly waterproof way of carrying your powder.  In some cases a valve was placed over the end, but they were expensive and therefore rare.  The military soon discovered that powder horns were not robust enough to stand up to the rigors of combat, so metal powder flasks were created out of brass and bronze.  


A sermon for your personal safety; never ever load your weapon directly from your flask or horn.  Ever.  Black powder does not burn as cleanly as modern smokeless powder, and it will always leave some residue in the barrel.  Sometimes there is enough to leave a live coal burning in your barrel even after one shot.  It is rare, but not so rare you can ignore it.  Picture this: there you are, blithely pouring an explosive on a live coal while holding what amounts to a live grenade in your unsuspecting hand.  Even with Olympic athlete reaction speed you’ll never be as fast as burning powder.  The fire will climb up the grains of falling black powder, ignite the loaded powder horn in your hand, ruin your day, and make you immensely unpopular with anyone standing within 50 feet of you.  (Perhaps more, I’ve never been stupid enough to test it)  Use a cartridge or a powder measure instead.  That way you’re merely singed and/or embarrassed, not maimed or dead.  You might think that we are being overly cautious, but there are members of this group that have seen this happen in real life.  Not heard of it; watched it happen.  So, please refrain.  End sermon.

[image: image26.jpg]


[image: image27.jpg]



Belts and Baldrics

Baldrics
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Soldiers and militiamen would have worn baldrics to carry their bayonets, swords, or tomahawks as well as, a possible brace of pistols.  They make carrying these items far more comfortable and less cumbersome.

Waist Belts
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Civilians, riflemen and militia men would have worn waist belts to carry belt knives, belt pouches or pistols.

Personal Comfort Items

Baggage


Not only does your firelock require some items, but you might find yourself wanting some things yourself.  

The bed roll


This is about as simple as it gets, and, therefore, extremely popular with the man who wished to travel light and/or the poorer classes of folks.  You would take your belongings, place them inside your blanket (covered below), roll it up, tie the ends together, and sling it onto your back.  A militia man may have also carried a tarred or painted canvas ground cloth as a water proofed item to protect himself and his belongings.  

The market wallet
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At first glance this item looks nothing like what we call a wallet nowadays, but you have to remember that our language has changed over the years.  This is also fairly simple item, but you’d have to be able to purchase a piece of cloth (or convert an old piece of cloth) so it was a sign of slight affluence.  It’s only a piece of cloth folded over to create what amounts to a large envelope with a hole in the dead center of it.  Items were placed in each side of the pouch, it was spun around the it’s center (like you’d do with a loaf of bread) and flung over your shoulder.  

The belt pouch 
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It is merely a pouch that hangs off your belt and serves the purpose of a pocket.  A Scottish Sporran is one example of one.  The aforementioned belly box is a purpose built example; it was created to hold ammunition.

The haversack
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This item is a cloth pouch with a strap on it that was thrown over the shoulder.  These are usually seen as a military item, so militias and U.S. ‘volunteers’ would be the most likely candidates to wear them.

Ration bags/Poke sack
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These small bags could be used to carry a variety of items such as rations, tooth brush, soap, flint and steel, tobacco items, coins, etc.  

The knapsack 

Knapsack is the name for a military backpack.  They carry quite a bit, but consequently they weigh quite a bit more.  There were several designs of knapsacks that may have been carried by the Couhila y Tejas militia.  Some of the types that may have been available are the Lherbette, Glengarry, ‘Mexican War’ pack, British Trotter pack, or Militia hard frame pack, or the Hide pack.  

  Lherbette Knapsack                                       Double Bag Trotter Pack
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  Single bag Militia pack                         Goatskin Pack
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Militia Hard pack                                Mexican War Pack  (circa 1820’s)
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Examples of personal items

Not only does your firelock require some items, but you might find yourself wanting some things yourself.

Mess kit
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When you first read this you might envision something like a WWII or Boy Scout mess kit.  Actually it was usually just the knife you had strapped to your side and a stick, but you will find it necessary to bring a plate bowl to eat out of.  They could be made from Tin, wood, pewter, and ceramic.  Forks were a relatively new (and rare item during the time, and they usually had two tines.   

The housewife (sewing kit)

[image: image94.jpg]


 With all the buttons you have on your period clothes at some point you’re going to loose one.  This was the answer during the period; just a small cloth bag that contained needles, a few buttons, a small piece of cloth for patching clothes, and some thread.

Flint and steel
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There were several types of strikers, but this was the fire starting kit of the times.  Sometimes they would be carried in a tin with char cloth or (more likely) cedar bark so that no matter what the tinder would be dry.

Straight razor 
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Razors during the period weren’t hollow ground; they had straight sides leading down to the cutting edge.  Shaving cream was provided by the shaver; you created it using a stiff brush and a special bar of soap that fit inside a small ceramic cup. 
Leather Wallet
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These can be used to carry important documents or currency of your choice.

Bedding

At some point you’re going to want to sleep.

Wool Blankets
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For wool blankets simpler is better; red, brown, and white were the usual colors.  Homespun blankets were very common, but you’ll find them to be quite expensive.  If you plan to camp out on site buy the best (thickest and warmest) you can afford; it can get quite cold sometimes at events

Quilts 


Nothing was wasted back then, especially valuable cloth.  Just because the shirt or trousers were falling apart didn’t mean they were thrown out; they were made into quilts.  Again, simpler is better.  You do want to keep to cloth types they would have had back then, which can be a little easier than most might think.  The industrial revolution was just beginning, and it started with cloth.  Simple prints were available as well as solid colors.  Man-made fabrics (i.e. rayon, polyester blends, etc.) should be avoided.

Furs and hides


The ultimate in field expedient bedding; use the skin of your dinner.  It was a wise outdoorsman that deloused his furry bedding, but it sure kept you warm during the winter.  

Tics


No, these are not the blood-sucking creatures; they were simple thick cotton or fustian sacks that were stuffed with hay or corn husks and used as a mattress.  They’re light enough to truck along with you and can help you from waking up with a crick in your back.  

Canteens

Wood 
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Wooden canteens were very popular during this time period and appropriate for militiamen from American Revolutionary War through the Mexican War.  They are usually made out of white oak or pine and lined with pitch or bees wax to keep it water tight.  

Metal 
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The ‘kidney’ style canteen was more common during our era, because the British army had surplussed them.  Most soldiers usually ditched them later on in favor of a gourd or wooden canteen because of the taste they lent to the water and it’s tendency to make the water unpalatably hot.

Gourd 
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Gourd canteens were extremely common for two main reasons; they were cheap and they kept water relatively cool even on hot days.  Be sure your gourd canteen is lined with either brewer’s pitch or beeswax; gourd flavored water is no bueno.

Leather
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Typically these canteens do not carry a large amount of water and may be expensive to purchase if you are not skilled at leather working, but they look very authentic and can add a lot to a person’s impression.

Camp Equipment

Tents
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 Many re-enactors prefer a tent over campaigning under the

 stars.  If you are going to purchase a tent, the ‘A’ Frame 

 would be the most economical and period correct choice

 that you could make.  Made out of canvas, these often 

 have a front and back door and should be treated with

 flame retardant.  
Watch Lanterns
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Lanterns are the flashlight of the 1800s, and if you’re going to be camping with us you’re eventually going to want one. Wood, copper, and tin ones predominate.  Tin lanterns were made from punched tin, and wood lanterns were of pegged construction.  If you’ve got questions on whether or not it is appropriate for the period.  

Camp Stools

These stools are light weight and easy to carry if you prefer to have a chair instead of pulling up a piece of ground.  Another option is to carry around with you a wood stump (a VERY common seat back then), but they get rather heavy.

The ‘Other’ Equipment


So, you might be wondering what to do with all that ‘modern’ stuff.  Ice coolers certainly weren’t common during this time period, nor were sleeping bags, metal folding cots, cell phones, soda and beer cans, and the like.  There are some high authenticity events that these items are simply not welcomed and you would probably be asked politely to leave, but those events are quite rare.  You will always know ahead of time which events these are.  


For most events, however, you simply keep these items out of sight during the daylight hours.  The Refugio militia is a progressive reenacting group, and we strive for as much historical authenticity as we can, so we try to limit ‘modern’ items as much as possible.  This is what camping means nowadays to most folks, and some of the equipment they would have used back then is quite expensive.  We’re not asking that you go out and spend lots of money right off the bat, and we all started this hobby at one time or another.  If you find reenacting is for you, it can take a while to put together a good kit.  If you’ve got modern camping gear by all means use it (except flashlights, which seem to bring out the ire most reenactors, Refugio militia or no) and keep it out of sight during daylight hours.  We will expect you to make some progress on upgrading your equipment as time goes on; that’s what we mean by being a progressive unit.  Its not so much that we’re trying to make events more arduous.  We all go to these events to have fun.  The main idea is to keep the camp as clutter-free as we can.  It’s hard to look like a militia unit that’s been moving light and fast when the group has more stuff than a 20 mule team could haul.  That’s especially true when you notice we don’t have so much as a horse in evidence, let alone a wagon.  The idea is to transport visitors (and ourselves) back in time to see how they did it so that we can all get a better appreciation for what our forbearers had to go through to settle this land.  We have several members that own ‘camouflaged’ coolers and any one of them would be willing to share cooler space.  

Suggested Sutlers

C & D Jarnagin Company

www.jarnaginco.com
Phone (662) 287-4977 * Fax (662) 287-6033
Mail -- or -- UPS: 113 Fillmore St.
Corinth, MS 38834

cjarnagin@bellsouth.net

Custom Vestments

www.customvestments.com
customvestments@hotmail.com
G. Gedney Godwin

www.gggodwin.com
PO Box 100

Valley Forge, PA  19481

(610)783-0670

Fax (610)783-6083

sales@gggodwin.com
Jas. Townsend and Son,Inc.

www.jas-townsend.com
133 North First St
PO Box 415
Pierceton, IN 46562

Telephone: (574) 594-5852
Fax: (574) 594-5580
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